
The State of Charter Schools 

IN NEW YORK

How many are there and where?
There are 351 Charter Schools across the State. 
They are primarily located in the State’s major cities.

How are they started?
Local community groups or existing charter or other education organizations work with  
community members to apply to either of the state’s two authorizers in order to receive a  
charter. The process involves many requirements and can take anywhere from one to four years.
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Have questions: email us at info@nycharters.net or call 518-218-6575

To whom are they accountable?
Local community members serve on the schools’ boards, which hold the charter and are  
ultimately accountable to the school’s authorizer. Most charter schools in New York State are 
authorized by one of two charter school authorizers - the SUNY Board of Trustees and the New 
York State Board of Regents. The New York City Department of Education and the Buffalo Board 
of Trustees authorize a small number of schools, but under current law are not able to authorize 
new schools to open. Schools receive an initial five-year charter; after five years they must meet 
performance standards in order to continue to operate, and may be closed if they do not meet 
the standards.

How do they perform in terms of student outcomes on state tests?

Do charter schools accept all students?
Yes. Families apply to charter schools using an application including only state-require  
information and optional information that allows the schools to grant some students an at-risk 
admissions preference. Charter schools may grant admissions preference to students who are 
deemed at-risk of academic failure, such as students who are economically disadvantaged, 
students with disabilities, or English language learners. Charters must also preference students 
located within the school district as well as siblings of currently enrolled students. If the school 
receives more applications than there are seats available, it holds a lottery to allocate students 
to seats. The lottery must select students randomly within those preference groups. 

Do charter schools serve Special Education Students?
By law, charter schools are open to all students, including Special Education students. If a 
student has a provision on their Individualized Education Plan (IEP) that a charter school is not 
able to provide (for example, a specialized classroom), the parent has a right to request that 
the school district change the student’s IEP in order to align with the services that the charter 
school offers. In addition, there are many charters that have a special focus on children with 
special needs, including Autism and Dyslexia.

In many cases, charter schools appear to enroll lower 
percentages of Special Education students. However, 
in many cases charter schools offer similar services 
(pull-out reading groups, individual support from a 
teacher) and do not require a student to receive an IEP 
in order to receive these services. However, charter 
schools do not serve the most disabled special educa-
tion students, which districts are required to serve, and 
often do so by paying for residential programs. 

Parents should work with a charter school as well as 
their District’s Committee on Special Education to iden-
tify the best program and supports for their child. In 
many cases, that may be a charter school; statewide, 
88 charter schools’, almost a third of all schools, Special 
Education students outperform their host district average.
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* We are proud of the many special-focus charter schools on Staten Island, serving large portions of students with special needs,   
	 over-age	and	under-credited	students,	and	even	a	school	specifically	for	students	with	dyslexia.	Unfortunately,	students	in	these		 	
	 categories,	both	in	districts	and	in	charters,	tend	to	underperform	their	peers.	We	stand	with	the	schools	and	advocates	for	these		 	
	 students	in	supporting	a	continued	dialogue	about	the	many	ways	to	value	and	applaud	their	success.
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NOTE: Due	to	the	pandemic,	the	2018-19	New	York	State	ELA	&	Math	assessments	were	the	most	recently	administered.	


