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The  Surg ica l  Technology  program  at

SOWELA  Technica l  Community  Col lege

l i ves  i t s  miss ion  to  prov ide  a  learn ing

env i ronment  and  exper iences  in  both

didact ic  and  c l in ica l  t ra in ing  that

re f lects  occupat iona l  t rends  and  meets

the  needs  of  the  reg ion .  The  Surg ica l

Technology -510909  program  i s  accredi ted

by  the  Commiss ion  on  Accredi tat ion  of

Al l ied  Heal th  Educat ion  Programs

(CAAHEP )  upon  rev iew  of  the

Accredi tat ion  Rev iew  Counci l  on

Educat ion  in  Surg ica l  Technology  and

Surg ica l  Ass i s t ing  (ARC /STSA ) .

For  complet ion  of  the  program  and

graduat ion ,  the  s tudent  Surg ica l

Technolog is t  must  success fu l l y  complete

the  didact ic  sect ion ,  master  the  l ab

sk i l l s ,  and  per form  a  minimum  number  of

c l in ica l  case  hours  ( 120 ) .   A  minimum

grade  of  a  C  i s  requi red ,  and  upon

success fu l  complet ion  of  the  program ,

s tudents  wi l l  rece ive  an  Assoc iate  of

Appl ied  Sc ience  degree  in  Surg ica l

Technology .

Dur ing  the  global  coronav i rus  pandemic ,

many  educat iona l  ins t i tut ions  were

requi red  to  make  a  sudden  sh i f t  to

v i r tua l  or  onl ine  learn ing  capabi l i t ies  fo r

the i r  s tudents .  Without  any  too ls  in

p lace ,  the  s tudents  enro l led  in  the

Surg ica l  Technology  program  were

unsure  how  to  get  the  necessary  hands -

on  learn ing  to  support  the i r  cer t i f i cat ion

exams .  



In  March  2020 ,   Amy  Broussard ,

program  di rector  of  Surg ica l

Technology  at   SOWELA

Technica l  Community  Col lege

requested  a  demo  of  Per iopSim .

With  s tudents  prepar ing  to

graduate ,  but  no  c l in ica l

p lacements  were  ava i lab le  fo r

s tudents  to  learn  in  due  to  the

coronav i rus  pandemic  Amy  was

star t ing  to  panic .  She  needed  to

f ind  a  so lut ion  quick ly  so  that

her  s tudents  could  graduate  on

t ime ,  and  pass  the i r  upcoming

exams .   Some  of  the  key  needs

that  were  ident i f ied  were

access  to  s tudents  learn ing

remote ly ,  ins ights  in to  how

quick ly  s tudents  were  able  to

learn ,  and  the  abi l i t y  to  act ive ly

moni tor  progress .  

After  hear ing  about  the  desktop

appl icat ion  in  the  Surg ica l

Technology  Facebook  Educators  

Group  and  see ing  the  potent ia l

o f  the  program  fo r  her  s tudents ,

Amy  reached  out  to  Conquer

Exper ience  to  secure  a  demo

that  she  bel ieved  would  ass i s t

her  s tudents  to  prepare  fo r

cer t i f i cat ion  in  a  new  v i r tua l

wor ld .  Once  Amy  had  a  chance

to  explore  the  program  she

rea l ized  that  Per iopSim  could

help  other  ins t ructors  at

SOWELA  and  reached  out  to  her

co l league  Coastas ia  Victor ian ,

the  Ster i le  Process ing  Program

Inst ructor  to  see  i f  the  program

could  be  shared  across  mult ip le

programs .  

This  eventua l l y  led  to  the

deve lopment  of  Ins t rument

Models  being  made  ava i lab le

across  the  ins t i tut ion  and  bui l t

into  the  s tandard  Per iopSim

of fer ing .  
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“ P E R I O P S I M  W A S  T H E R E ,  I T  W A S  S E T  U P ,  I T  W A S
R E A D Y  T O  G O .  A L L  I  H A D  T O  D O  W A S  C R E A T E
U S E R S  A N D  E V E R Y T H I N G  E L S E  W A S  T H E R E ,
I N C L U D I N G  P H E N O M E N A L  S U P P O R T . ”

- A M Y  B R O U S S A R D ,  
P R O G R A M  D I R E C T O R  S U R G I C A L  T E C H N O L O G Y



Per iopSim  i s  a  surg ica l  t ra in ing  and  assessment  plat form  that  combines

v i r tua l  s imulat ions ,  neuroeducat ion  and  game -based  learn ing  to  save

t ime .  When  exper ience  i s  in  short  supply  or  too  expens ive /chal lenging  to

at ta in ,  s imulat ion  t ra in ing  i s  an  idea l  opt ion .  Pi lots  have  been  us ing

s imulat ion  fo r  decades  and  i t  i s  a  gold  s tandard  fo r  cer t i f y ing  and  re -

cer t i f y ing  competence  to  f l y  some  of  the  most  complex  planes  in  the

wor ld .  Heal thcare  educat ion  i s  catch ing  up .  

A  Nat iona l  Simulat ion  Study  (https : / /www .ncsbn .org /685 .htm )  was

conducted  and  the  s tudy  prov ides  substant ia l  ev idence  that  up  to  50%

s imulat ion  can  be  ef fect i ve ly  subst i tuted  fo r  t rad i t iona l  c l in ica l

exper ience  in  a l l  pre l icensure  core  nurs ing  courses  under  condi t ions

comparable  to  those  descr ibed  in  the  s tudy .  I t  i s  a  s tudy  that  we  use  as

a  foundat ion  in  descr ib ing  how  Per iopSim  can  benef i t  educators  in

terms  of  f lex ib i l i t y  in  educat ion  and  t ime -sav ing .  Addit iona l l y ,  we  have

been  the  subject  of  a  number  of  research  s tudies  that  you  can  f ind  more

informat ion  about  here :  https : / /www .per iops im .com / research /
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A  one -hour  surg ica l  s imulat ion

procedure  i s  completed  in  jus t  ten

minutes ,  sav ing  va luable  t ime  and

reduc ing  overhead  costs .  60

minutes  of  rea l - t ime  learn ing  =  10

minutes  in  s imulat ion  on  Per iopSim .

Pr ior  to  the  COVID - 19  pandemic ,

Per iopSim  had  been  used  by

Educators  in  Departments  of

Surg ica l  Serv ices  in  hospi ta l s  across

Canada  and  the  US  fo r  the  l as t  few

years .  Educators  use  Per iopSim  to

improve  the  conf idence  and

competence  of  per ioperat i ve

Regis tered  Nurses  (RNs )  and

Surg ica l  Technolog is ts  (STs )  dur ing

the i r  or ientat ion  cur r icu lum .

Per iopSim  can  be  combined  with

other  learn ing  too ls  such  as  AORN ’s

Per iop  101 ,  v ideos ,  l i ve  s imulat ions

and  preceptor  job  shadowing .

Per iopSim  i s  used  to  br idge  the  gap

between  the  c lass room  and  the  OR .  

 

 

There  are  over  35  Vi r tua l  Simulat ion

Exper iences  on  the  plat form  and

over  100 ,000  of  these  exper iences

have  been  completed  by  over  2000

learners  at  our  customer  s i tes .  To

bui ld  these  Exper iences ,  we

partnered  with  our  customers  at

leading  heal thcare  fac i l i t ies  to

record  the  procedures ,  capture

inst rumentat ion  and  mater ia l s .  We

combine  these  dig i ta l  assets  with

ev idence -based  guide l ines  f rom

leading  sources  inc luding  AORN  and

ORNAC .  
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The  Educators  and  Surgeons  work ing  with  us  conf i rm  the  qual i ty  of  the  module

pr ior  to  re lease .  We  cur rent ly  have  a  l a rge  pipe l ine  of  modules  that  are  at

d i f fe rent  s tages  of  deve lopment  and  we  prov ide  re leases  on  a  regular  bas i s .  

When  COVID - 19  impacted  heal thcare  educat ion  more  abrupt ly  in  mid -March  2020 ,

we  had  some  conversat ions  with  leaders  in  the  Surg ica l  Technology  area  in

addi t ion  to  our  customers  in  hospi ta l s  across  the  US  and  Canada  and  We  knew  we

had  to  act  quick ly  and  do  something  in  order  to  respond  to  the  rap id  reduct ion  to

OR  access .  This  was  cruc ia l  fo r  s tudents  t ry ing  to  complete  the i r  c l in ica l s .

Per iopSim  was  or ig ina l l y  ava i lab le  on  iPad  and  Vi r tua l  Real i ty .  Conquer

Exper ience  then  deve loped  a  desktop  and  tab let  appl icat ion  to  enable  s tudents

to  use  i t  at  home .

T h e  s o l u t i o n



At  the  same  t ime ,  we  had  to  come  up  with  a  low -cost  pr ic ing  package  that

would  be  easy  to  understand  and  make  sense  fo r  schools  in  the  short  te rm  as

wel l  as  in  the  long  te rm .  We  created  our  Educat iona l  Ins t i tut ion  Package  with

l imited  pr ic ing  fo r  COVID - 19  and  went  l i ve  with  communicat ions .  This  a l lowed

for  the  ear ly  leaders  to  share  the  in format ion  and  get  the  innovat ive  schools

onboard  and  making  s imulat ion  fo r  procedures  access ib le  with in  weeksA  key

aspect  of  Per iopSim  that  didn ’ t  requi re  any  adjustment  i s  the  learn ing  data

system  that  does  assessments  on  learners .

 

C  or  a  D  means  they  are  learn ing  and  focus ing  on  accuracy  rather  than  speed .

A  and  B  means  that  they  are  focus ing  on  speed  and  del i very  because  they  are

a l ready  accurate .  Incomplete  means  that  they  haven ’ t  done  more  than  3

s imulat ions  that  are  requi red  to  get  an  assessment .  

The  ef for t  would  take  to  do  these  deta i led  assessments  i s  near  imposs ib le

wi thout  technology  l i ke  Per iopSim .  
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Short l y  af ter  rece iv ing  a  demo  k i t  fo r  the  VR  headset ,  Amy  was  blown

away  and  very  quick ly  moved  f rom  the  desktop  appl icat ion  to  the  fu l l

VR  env i ronment .  She  i s  espec ia l l y  exc i ted  to  in t roduce  the  power fu l

too l  to  her  upcoming  c lass  of  14  s tudents .

“The  whole  VR  env i ronment  i s  incred ib le ,  I  fo rgot  there  were  wal l s

around  me  and  cha i r s .  I  rea l l y  fe l t  l i ke  I  was  in  the  operat ing  room  and

we  were  blown  away  with  the  program  and  I  fee l  l i ke  i t  wi l l  be  the

most  used  too l  in  our  too lbox .  There  are  some  very  spec i f ic  sk i l l  sets

that  the  VR  sys tem  i s  so  per fect  fo r ,  and  I  fee l  l i ke  th i s  i s  a  game -

changer  fo r  my  s tudents .  I ’d  love  to  see  some  decontaminat ion

modules ,  how  to  c lean /s ter i l i ze  ins t ruments  as  wel l . ”

Her  exc i tement  l ed  to  addi t iona l  media  coverage  inc luding  a

te lev i s ion  segment  and  buzz  around  campus ,  recogni t ion  as  the  f i r s t

school  in  Louis iana  to  use  s imulat ions  in  c lass ,  and  a  publ i shed

edi tor ia l  on  the  ARC /STSA  webs i te  expla in ing  Amy ’s  exper ience  with

the  Per iopSim  product .   The  dig i ta l  s imulat ion  plat form  a ims  to  help

students  fee l  comfortable  in  an  operat ing  room  and  be  able  to

unders tand  the  cor rect  order  fo r  s teps  to  be  executed  dur ing  a

procedure .

“ I t  helped  me  so  much  because  a  lo t  of  the  s teps  that  they  were  doing ,

I  knew  exact ly  what  they  were  t ry ing  to  do .  I  could  ident i f y  i t ,  and

then  I  actua l l y  was  able  to  ant ic ipate  what  ins t rument  they  needed

next .  I f  they  asked  fo r  an  ins t rument ,  I  knew  exact ly  which  one  i t  was

and  i t ’s  dark  in  the  OR  and  you  can ’ t  see  so  i t  helped  me  with  that

too . ”  -  SOWELA  Student ,  Bay lee  McBr ide .
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T h e  F a c u l t y

Amy Broussard, CST,

CSFA, FAST, CRCST, 

Program Director
Surgical Technology 
SOWELA Technical

Community College 

From  an  ins t ructor ’s  point  of  v iew ,  the  proof  i s  in  s tudent  engagement .

Ass ignments  invo lv ing  Per iopSim  are  completed  on  t ime ,  and  without

compla int  f rom  s tudents ,  a l lowing  fo r  quick  feedback  loops  to  be

establ i shed  between  Ins t ructor  and  Student .  Once  a  s tudent  completes

an  ass ignment ,  the  sys tem  wi l l  generate  a  usage  report  that  the  facu l ty

can  use  to  guide  the  next  l ab  sess ion  or  address  concepts  and

chal lenges  with  s tudents  di rect ly .  This  proact ive  approach  a l lows

educators  to  prevent  fu r ther  f rus t rat ions  before  s tudents  get  in to  a

c l in ica l  set t ing .  Another  wel l - rece ived  funct iona l i ty  of  the  Per iopSim

env i ronment  i s  the  debr ie f ing  sess ion .  Once  a  module  i s  complete ,

s tudents  rece ive  rea l - t ime  feedback  on  the i r  per formance  ensur ing

that  the  s tudent  rece ives  feedback  whi le  i t  i s  s t i l l  re levant  and  f resh  in

the i r  minds .

“ S O W E L A  C O N S T A N T L Y  S T R I V E S  T O  I M P L E M E N T  T H E
L A T E S T  T E C H N O L O G Y  I N  O R D E R  T O  E N S U R E  O U R
S T U D E N T S  A R E  W E L L  P R E P A R E D  W H E N  T H E Y  E N T E R
T H E  W O R K F O R C E .  T H I S  N E W  T R A I N I N G  S Y S T E M  W I L L
P R O V I D E  T H E  M E A N S  F O R  T H E  S U R G I C A L
T E C H N O L O G Y  S T U D E N T S  T O  L E A R N  C R I T I C A L  S K I L L S
T H A T  H E L P  T H E M  B E C O M E  S U C C E S S F U L  E M P L O Y E E S
I N  T H E  G R O W I N G  H E A L T H C A R E  I N D U S T R Y . "
- D R .  N E I L  A S P I N W A L L
C H A N C E L L O R ,  S O W E L A  T E C H N I C A L  C O M M U N I T Y
C O L L E G E

Clinical & Lab Faculty 

Heather Perilloux, CST, CRCST, AAS

Maria Briscoe, CST, TS-C, BA
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