
 

 

MEDIA STATEMENT 
2 December 2021 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander HIV Awareness Week 2021 

“U AND ME CAN STOP HIV” 

For the second year in a row the National Aboriginal Community Controlled Health Organisation 
(NACCHO) have joined forces with The University of Queensland's Poche Centre for Indigenous Health 
to co-host Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander HIV Awareness Week (ATSIHAW) trivia which coincides 
with World AIDS Day.  

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples continue to be disproportionately impacted by sexually 
transmitted diseases and blood borne viruses, including HIV. There is also an ongoing outbreak of 
infectious syphilis affecting young Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people. This higher prevalence 
of other STIs increases the risk of HIV transmission. 

Professor James Ward from University of Queensland Poche Centre for Indigenous Health said, 
“ATSIHAW in its eighth year brings together researchers, health workers, policymakers and the 
community and gets the conversation going in our community about HIV prevention and the 
importance of regular testing for HIV. ATSIHAW empowers our community to take a stand on HIV 
Prevention with the ‘U and me can stop HIV’ campaign with 44 community events hosted by 
Aboriginal Community Controlled Health Services during the week of ATSIHAW 2021.” 

The theme of World AIDS Day 2021 ‘End inequalities. End AIDS’ focuses on reaching people left behind 
and drawing attention to the growing inequalities in access to essential HIV services. This message also 
resonates with the Aboriginal Community Controlled Health sector. 

NACCHO Chair Donnella Mills said, “The theme this year for World AIDS Day is very relevant to us 
considering the disproportionately high rates of sexually transmissible infections (STIs), blood borne 
viruses (BBVs) and other communicable diseases driven by a legacy of neglect, disjointed public policy, 
insufficient or poorly distributed resources that fail to reach Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
people on the ground, and lack of genuine co-design or culturally appropriate holistic health services.” 
 
“We have demonstrated that a commitment from the Australian Government Department of Health, 
in partnership with NACCHO, to provide direct funding for Aboriginal Community Controlled Health 
Services (ACCHS) to address the syphilis outbreak has produced some positive outcomes.”  

“Over the last five years, the Australian Government’s public health response has built on the 
strengths of the ACCHS sector. NACCHO, together with members and other partners, has delivered 
increased rates of testing and treatment for STIs and BBVs. Though this sector-led response has seen 
some success, more must be done.” 

“We thank the Australian Government Department of Health who so far have committed over $30 
million over the next 3 years (2021 – 2024) to support locally developed responses to STI/BBVs.” 

“To achieve the goal of eliminating HIV transmission in Australia for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
people, we need further investment for the scale up of preventative measures, innovative approaches 
to increase access to culturally safe testing and treatment pathways and improved stigma reduction 
programs. More must be done to improve the HIV cascade of care for Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander people, ensuring access to treatment and supporting people to achieve viral suppression.  “U 
AND ME CAN STOP HIV’, the conversation needs to start now,” said Ms Mills. 

 



 

 

Michael Brown, Sexual Health Project Officer, working with the Cherbourg Regional Aboriginal and 
Islander Community Controlled Health Services (CRAICCHS), 170 km north-west of Brisbane, in Wakka 
Wakka tribal country first discovered he was HIV-positive, when he lived in Cairns in far north 
Queensland. He is a firm advocate for My Health Record and is encouraging other HIV-positive people 
to use their record and take control of their health, knowing their privacy is protected.  

Mr Brown said, “It has been 40 years since the first HIV diagnosis, and we as Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander people are still in need of a culturally appropriate support system in the HIV area. 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people need to be a priority if we are going to eradicate HIV in 
Australia.  

“We need funding for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander HIV peer support and case management 
programs post the diagnosis of HIV where there is a lived experience of HIV within Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander people.” 

NACCHO will continue to advocate for ongoing funding and work with our partner organisations 
including our Affiliates, the Australian Federation of AIDS Organisations (AFAO),  National Association 
of People Living with HIV Australia (NAPWHA), Australasian Society of HIV, Viral Hepatitis and Sexual 
Health Medicine (ASHM) to address the disproportionate rates of sexually transmitted diseases and 
blood borne viruses. This is an important step towards Closing the Gap.  

The Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander HIV Awareness Week (ATSIHAW) Virtual Trivia starts at 
4:00PM AEDT.  
 

~ ENDS ~ 

For media enquiries contact Tiernan Campbell-O’Brien on tiernan.campbellobrien@coxinallridgeway.com.au 
or 0409 411 144 

NACCHO is the national peak body representing 143 Aboriginal Community Controlled Health 
Organisations (ACCHOs) across the Country on Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander health and wellbeing 
issues. NACCHO is the third largest employer of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people in Australia, 
with over 3,500 out of the 6,000 staff working in ACCHOs being either of Aboriginal and or Torres Strait 
Islander background. 

Many ACCHOs have almost 50 years of experience in the delivery of comprehensive primary health care. 
Services are delivered through fixed, outreach and mobile clinics operating in urban, rural and remote 
settings across Australia. 
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