
Welcome!

While we wait for everyone to get started…

• Use the chat box to say hello and 
tell us your name and role. 

• What was your favorite holiday 
moment from 2021? 

We will start at 10:00 a.m.!



Participation 
and 
Interaction



Family Engagement in Schools: 
Tomorrow Ready Texas, a new Texas 

OnCourse Resource 



With Texas OnCourse, all Texas 
students, no matter where they come 
from or where they’re headed, have a 
plan for success after high school.



Don’t forget to like and subscribe 
on YouTube!

youtube.com/c/TexasOnCourse



A couple of things….

All our webinars are recorded

The recording is sent out to ALL registrants

Upcoming webinars and recordings are posted on our webpage 

https://texasoncourse.org/educators/educator-development/monthly-webinar-series/

Webinars 

https://texasoncourse.org/educators/educator-development/monthly-webinar-series/


Agenda

• Welcome

• Tomorrow Ready Texas 
• Ronit Shaham, Senior Product Manager, Texas OnCourse

• Samantha Gonzalez, Assistant Director, Content and 
Resources, Texas OnCourse 

• Resource Spotlight 
• Samantha Kimmel, HS Program Coordinator, Texas OnCourse 

• District Best Practices 
• Will Collins, Counselor, Kingwood High School, Humble ISD 

• Q & A 



Lara Gueguen 
Director of Program Implementation
Texas OnCourse 



Samantha Gonzalez
Assistant Director of Content and Resources 
Texas OnCourse



Ronit Shaham
Senior Product Manager
Texas OnCourse



Sam Kimmel
Program Coordinator – High School
Texas OnCourse



Will Collins 
Counselor
Kingwood High School 
Humble ISD 
Texas OnCourse Fellow 



What are some things 
that you do best to 
engage with families? 
Let us know your responses in the chat box. 



CCMR Resources for Families

• Parents are anxious and feel under-equipped when 
supporting their teen’s transition into college or 
career after high school

• Existing online CCMR resources are lacking for 
parents and guardians



Research Highlights

• Low confidence understanding the college 
application process or preparing their child to be 
"work-place ready" and applying for jobs

• Don't know where to reliably find online resources

• Want all online CCMR information in one place

• Websites and mobile apps viewed as highly 
trustworthy



Tomorrow Ready Texas

Texas OnCourse, in partnership with the Texas 

Workforce Commission, is building a free online 

college & career readiness resource for parents & 

guardians of Texas teens



Value Proposition

• Current, comprehensive and centralized CCMR 
resource

• Curated and organized into milestones and steps

• Built with parents, educators and students in mind

• Addressing needs of students with disabilities



Main Features

Personalized

Action plans

Email reminders

Sharing

Accessible

Responsive

Spanish support

Free



Homepage



Content
Preferences





Action
Plan



Article



Inside Look at the 
Content
Tomorrow Ready Texas



Tomorrow Ready Texas

• Gives parents and guardians the opportunity to be involved at every 
step 

• The content and resources included helps parents and guardians 
share important information and explain complex topics with their 
student

• For parents and guardians of students in 8th grade to 12th grade and 
covers topics in five areas:

Content and Resources About College, Career Readiness and 
More 

College
Jobs and 
Careers

Military

Adult Living
Financial 
Wellness



Our Approach

KEEP THE CONTENT 

CONCISE 

ENSURE THE RIGHT 

TONE AND VOICE IS 

USED FOR THE 

AUDIENCE

INCLUDE AN “AT A 

GLANCE” (OR 

BULLETED 

SUMMARY) WHEN 

CONTENT GETS TOO 

LONG

IDENTIFY 

CONNECTION 

POINTS



College

High school graduation plans

College options

College costs and financial aid

Completing applications

And more!

Tomorrow Ready Texas 
covers information about:



Jobs and 
Careers

Preparing for the workforce and 

learning soft skills

Resumes

Job applications and interviews

Connecting endorsements to careers

And more!

Tomorrow Ready Texas 
covers information about:



Military
Tomorrow Ready Texas 
covers information about:

Choosing a military branch and career

Preparing for the ASVAB

Learn about the military academies

Learn how to enlist

And more!



Adult Living
Tomorrow Ready Texas 
covers information about:

Personal safety

Conflict management

Health and nutrition

Community participation

And more!



Financial 
Wellness

Tomorrow Ready Texas 
covers information about:

Helping your teen through 

financial literacy

Paying for college

Practicing how to budget

And more!



Resource Spotlight
Financial Aid Toolkit for Families 



For Families: Financial Aid Toolkit

Available in 
English and 

Spanish!



We’re Collecting Feedback!

• We want to know if our financial aid toolkit meets 
families’ needs.

• If you know someone who’s interested, have them 
reach out to Sam Kimmel at 
Samantha.Kimmel@HigherEd.Texas.gov



We’re looking for 
Tomorrow Ready Texas 
pilot testers!



How Can You Help?

• Parents and guardians of students in 8th to 12th grade
• Preview starts in February and will last about 3-4 weeks
• Participants will be sent information on how to access 

the site, followed by a feedback survey (shouldn’t take 
more than 30mins)

• Share with 1-2 contacts, email template provided
• Educators welcome!
• Contact ronit.shaham@highered.texas.gov

mailto:ronit.shaham@highered.texas.gov


Outreach Email Template

Texas OnCourse, in partnership with TWC, are launching a new 
college and career planning tool for parents and guardians of Texas 
teens.
They are looking for parents and guardians of students in 8th - 12th

grade to review the site before it’s launched to the public. At the end 
of the preview period in February, you will be asked to fill out a short 
feedback survey (shouldn’t take you more than 30 minutes).

This is a unique opportunity to get early access and help contribute to 
a first of its kind online tool!
If you are interested in participating, please fill out this form and 
someone from the Texas OnCourse team will be in touch.
https://forms.gle/wUstzB3u7c3YErNm8

https://forms.gle/wUstzB3u7c3YErNm8


District Practices
Will Collins 
Kingwood High School 
Humble ISD 



Humble ISD
• We work with 48,000 students in the Lake Houston 

area. Humble & Houston, TX

• 45 campuses - 5 High Schools, 1 Early College High 
School

• Campus Counselors, At risk counselors, Student 
wellness counselor, 504 specialist 

• AVID, IB program, Personalized Student Counseling 



Family Engagement - Examples
• Parent Information Nights

• Counseling Department Newsletter

• Course Selection Info Sessions

• Social Media 



Parent Nights

• Senior Parent Night- Sept.

• 8th grade parent Night-
Nov.

• 9-11 Grade Parent Night-
January (Virtual) 

• Humble ISD Dual credit 
Night- April 



Newsletter / Course Selection



Social Media



Questions? Comments? 
Feel free to type your questions in the chat box. 



Next 
Monthly 
Webinar 



Don’t forget to like and subscribe 
on YouTube!

youtube.com/c/TexasOnCourse



Thank You
Stay tuned for our email follow-up with all of this information.

Take care and stay healthy and safe!


