
Welcome!
While we wait for everyone to get started…

• Use the chat box to tell us about 
yourself
• Name
• Role
• ISD/Institution/Organization



Participation 
and 
Interaction



Exploring Endorsements with Families
2020–2021



With Texas OnCourse, all Texas 
students, no matter where they come 
from or where they’re headed, have a 
plan for success after high school.



Don’t Forget to Like and Subscribe 
on YouTube!

youtube.com/c/TexasOnCourse



Agenda

•Welcome 
• Texas OnCourse resource spotlight
• Jamie Bell, content and resources

• Endorsement bulletins
• Major Jones, Texas Workforce Commission 

•District perspectives and systems
• Matthew Esqueda, Houston ISD

•Questions and discussion



Lara Gueguen 
Assistant Director of Program Implementation
Texas OnCourse 



Jamie Bell 
Program Coordinator – Middle School 
Texas OnCourse Content and Resources 



Major Jones
Education Outreach Specialist
Texas Workforce Commission, LMCI



Matthew Esqueda
Texas OnCourse Fellow
College and Career Readiness Advisor
Houston ISD 



How do you currently 
share endorsements 
with families? 
Please type your responses in the chat box. 



Resources Spotlight
Endorsement Resources



High School 
Endorsements 

Toolkit 

https://utexas.box.com/s/4l75bhz8o65ox1orkemfs0a2q0yipknn

https://utexas.box.com/s/4l75bhz8o65ox1orkemfs0a2q0yipknn


Endorsement 
Basics



Exploring 
Endorsements



Professional 
Development 

for 
Endorsement 

Planning 



Academy Dashboard 



Academy 
Modules 

Syllabus 



Academy 
Learning 

Resources
Career Clusters and 

Careers



Academy 
Learning 

Resources
Example of Public 

Service Endorsement 
Career Pathway 



Texas OnCourse Academy 
Modules

Additional Resources Pinterest.com/TexasOnCourse



Endorsements 
in Classroom 
Instruction



Lesson Plans
Teacher View Student View



10 Steps to a Grad Plan

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1IDvg8bqAVTsYFHXhLoCImBBaErcJsacny6GLiJ0wGtg/edit?usp=sharing

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1IDvg8bqAVTsYFHXhLoCImBBaErcJsacny6GLiJ0wGtg/edit?usp=sharing


Family Guide
Quest for Your Student’s Success



High School 
Endorsements 

Toolkit 

https://utexas.box.com/s/4l75bhz8o65ox1orkemfs0a2q0yipknn

https://utexas.box.com/s/4l75bhz8o65ox1orkemfs0a2q0yipknn


Major Jones, Education Outreach Specialist 
Texas Workforce Commission
Labor Market and Career Information  



Foundation High School Endorsement Bulletins



Considerations When Reviewing Sample Bulletin

• All other versions include the same 
information

• All versions are color-coded 

• Other versions feature occupations 
relevant to their endorsement

• Format: 12-paged, 8x10 booklet



Cover Page

All covers include the 
following:

qGraphic of one career in 
endorsement area with 
LMI attached

qDefinition of FHSP and 
Endorsements



Features include:
qConnection 

between career 
and education

qMore graphics of 
careers within 
endorsement 
area with LMI 
attached

qTexas Career 
Cluster 
Connections



Showcases
qMore STEM related 

careers

qLink to 
AutoCoder.lmci.state.
tx.us



Provides
q Breakdown of the 

Foundation High 
School Program 
requirements

q Additional credits 
needed for the 
Distinguished Level
of Achievement

q Explanation of 
Performance 
Acknowledgements  



Highlights
q Course options 

that students may 
have available
oFollow specific 

guidelines of HB 5

q Additional 
occupation graphic 
accompanied by 
relevant LMI



Presents
qMultiple graphics of 

careers within 
endorsement area with 
LMI attached
q Encourages users to 

consider multiple 
factors for any job 
interests
oNot just potential 

salary
q Provides facts to 

consider
q Data-driven 

decision-making



To get an order form:

Complete the order form and:

http://www.lmci.state.tx.us/shared
/FHSEB/FHSEB.asp

• http://www.lmci.state.tx.us/shared
/OrderForms/orderform.html

• Email us, and we’ll send you one
CareerInformation@twc.state.tx.us

q Mail to: TWC/ LMCI
101 East 15th Street, 
Annex, Room 0252
Austin, TX 78778-0001

q Fax to: 512-936-3204

Bulletins available late spring 2021

mailto:CareerInformation@twc.state.tx.us


When talking to families 
about endorsements, what 
do you find important to 
emphasize?
Type your responses in the chat box. 



District Practices 
Matthew Esqueda, Houston ISD 



Best Practices for 
Exploring Endorsements 
with Families



Houston ISD 

• Project Explore Programming

• Campus Programming

• Cohort Programming

• Tools for Exploring Endorsements

• Available Resources



What is Project Explore? The Mission

41

To equip middle school students with the experiences and skills 
necessary to make informed decisions as they navigate their 

secondary and postsecondary education and career pathways.



Project Explore Programming
• Programming on campus (all students)
• Eighth-grade CCR curriculum – four lessons
• Who Am I?/Career Key assessment
• Exploring Endorsements (MapMyGrad activity)
• Understanding DLA and GPA
• Personal graduation plan

• Seventh-grade CCR Curriculum – three lessons
• Who Am I?/Career Cluster Finder assessment
• Investigating Career Clusters
• Postsecondary Options



Project Explore Programming

• Programming with cohort students 
• Seventy-five students: 25 eighth-grade 

students, 25 seventh-grade students, and 25 
sixth-grade students
• One-one-one advising sessions
• College tours and industry visits
• Visiting industry professionals visits
• Cohort lessons: Texas Reality Check, Texas Career 

Check, communication skills, etc.
• Parent meetings
• DiscoverU camps opportunities
• Summer camp exploration (eighth grade)



Tools for Exploring Endorsements 

• Exploring Endorsements lesson (all eighth-grade students)

• Five HS Endorsements video

• Careers and Endorsements chart

• MapMyGrad endorsement activity

• Endorsement timeline



Careers and Endorsements Chart



MapMyGrad Activity

• Eighth grade-students will take the 
MapMyGrad interest quiz on MapMyGrad.org within 
the Exploring Endorsements lesson.

• This quiz will suggest which endorsement might be 
best suited for students to study in high school.



Endorsement Timeline



Available Resources

• Khan Academy

• School Choice options for 
upcoming ninth-grade 
students

• DiscoverU camps



Contact Info

Mr. Matthew Esqueda
Advisor, Project Explore
Middle school fellow, Texas OnCourse
Matthew.Esqueda@houstonisd.org
Houston ISD
Twitter: @mesqueda88



Thoughts? Questions? 
Feel free to type your questions in the chat box. 



Don’t Forget to Like and Subscribe 
on YouTube!

youtube.com/c/TexasOnCourse



Thank You
Stay tuned for our email follow-up with all this information.

Take care and stay healthy and safe!


