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Chapter 31: Islamic Ethics Regarding Asylum,
Refugees, and Migration
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Abu Hurairah (ra) reported: The Messenger of Allah (JB e dll] gy 8558 ool o509
(8%) said, "He who gives respite to someone who is in alig ale dltl (Lo ) Jgay JUs
straitened circumstances, or grants him remission, i) sl o ausg of was Ha3T oy

Allah will shelter him in the shade of His Throne, on the  ji. y as e Jb a3 Lol agy
Day of Resurrection, when there will be no shade als Y]
except its shade."

[ iaill ]
[Sunan at-Tirmidhi]

Introduction
- We will focus on the Islamic perspective so as not to get too lost in modern debate.
- There has never been a refugee crisis worst than the crisis we have today.
® Documentary: “Human Flow”

- When we look at the tribal system before Islam, we are repulsed by it because a
person was only given social and economic rights if they were part of the tribe.

Outsiders or those from a lower tribe wouldn’t be treated properly.

® The situation we have today is worse than that. Just because someone is born in a
certain country or has a certain passport, doesn’t mean they should be entitled to

more freedom and rights. What makes that person less valuable?

- As human rights are constantly invoked in our modern day discourse through liberal
paradigms, they are almost always invoked in the context of freedom of expression
and the pursuit of life, liberty, and happiness. The focus is on people’s individualistic
rights to express themselves or live in a certain way. These terms are often hijacked

for a privileged population.

® |n Islam, human rights starts with the right to a dignified life/existence. We should

view the refugee/migrant crisis within the context of the right to life.
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e “And if We had decreed upon them, "Kill yourselves" or "Leave your homes,"
they would not have done it, except for a few of them. But if they had done what

they were instructed, it would have been better for them and a firmer position [for
them in faith].”

e Allah (swt) likens people forced from your home to death. Asking someone to

leave their home would be like asking them to kill themselves.

- The main Hadith tells promises the reward of shade on the day of judgment. This is
the ultimate form of protection and is given to the one who gave protection in the

Dunya.
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- We previously covered a Hadith: 5 Sty G800 &80 JLaall sds (g o 3~ Al o Gl
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® The prophet (&) said: “There is no right for the son of Adam except in these
things: a house in which he lives, a garment to cover his nakedness, a piece of

bread and water.”
Hijrah to Abyssinia

- The prophet (&4) sent Muslims to Abyssinia to live in safety twice. The prophet (&)
knew that Najashi would be too just of a person to send back people facing

persecution. The prophet (&) praised this quality because it was Islamic.

® Even when ‘Amr ibn Aas came to demand Najashi return the Muslims, he didn't let

him take them.

- The first group of refugees to Abyssinia included Rugayyah (ra), the daughter of the
prophet ().

- When Abu Bakr (ra) was on his way to Abysinnia, he was stopped by a chief from the
outskirts of Makkah named Ibn ad-Daghinah. He asked Abu Bakr why he was going.
Abu Bakr (ra) replied: 43 %2 G2 bl 35;{5 (o238 sax3a0. “My people kicked

me out so | desire to explore the earth and worship by load.” This shows that he
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believed he had a right to travel in the earth of Allah to where he pleased and
worship Allah. Then Ibn ad-Daghinah replied saying that a person like you should not
be forced out or leave. He was saying that it was unjust and that Abu Bakr (ra) was

valuable to the people of Makakh.

® The right to migration is embedded in Islam. It's not just about the value or lack of

value brought by refugees.

® Ayah: ,a¥) od lsasd. “So travel in the land..."”

The Treatment of Refugees
- Hadith: aSSlaaas ¥ 5585555 Ggral Ja

® “Are you given victory and sustenance except by the way you treat the most

vulnerable?”
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® The prophet (&) said: “There is no leader who closes the door to someone in

need, one suffering in poverty, except that Allah closes the gates of the heavens

for him when he is suffering in poverty.”
® \When you turn someone away, Allah (swt) will turn you away.

® \When a nation shuts its doors on those in need, that will lead to the loss of their

safety and blessings.

® Umar ibn Abdul Aziz would grant asylum to everyone. When he was the governor
of Madinah, he would take in Muslim refugees fleeing from Hajjaj ibn Yusuf. He
didn't set up refugee camps but rather placed it on the citizens of Madinah to take

care of them.
- The time of Umar ibn Abdul Aziz was one of the greatest times in Islamic history.
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® And [also for] those who were settled in al-Madinah and [adopted] the faith before
them. They love those who emigrated to them and find not any want in their
breasts of what the emigrants were given but give [them] preference over
themselves, even though they are in privation. And whoever is protected from the

stinginess of his soul - it is those who will be the successful.
® The rights of refugees include emotional rights.

® The Ayah says that the Ansar loved those who migrated to them. This is something
that cannot happen except with faith.

® Generally, once people feel the burden on society from the refugees, they start to

resent them. For example, people will blame refugees for taking jobs.

® The Ansar didn't know the Muhajiroon but they still loved them because they knew
that they were earning the pleasure of Allah by taking care of them.

® Then the Ayah continues to say that they have no ill feelings for what the
immigrants were given. And they prefer the immigrants over themselves even if it

puts them in hardship.

- The Quran tells us that the traveller who is discounted from his wealth is deserving of
Zakah.

What about non-Muslims?
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® “And if any one of the polytheists seeks your protection, then grant him protection
so that he may hear the words of Allah . Then deliver him to his place of safety.

That is because they are a people who do not know.”

- Imam Awza'i was once asked about this verse: “And where is his place of security; do
you think if he says my place of security is in Constantinople, we should take him
there?” Awza'i answered, “If he reaches one of their fortresses or one of their
strongholds, this would be his place of security.” He was then asked, “What if the
polythesists are met by a Muslim patrol in their country before they reach their place
of security?” He answered, “The patrol should not stand in their way.” He was then

asked about the enemy who enters Muslim land under a safe conduct which is valid
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until his return and, on the way back to his country, climbs a mountain within his own
territory but is forced by strong winds to return to Muslim land. If the enemy then
says, “l am here under safe conduct, what should be done?” Awzai'i answered, | am

of the opinion that he is entitled to remain protected by the safe conducts.”
Conclusion

- lIstijara or Talab al-Jiwar (asylum) is a human right in Islam. The refugee has the same
rights/responsibilities as a national once they're granted asylum. Modern refugee law

doesn't assume the right to asylum or any permanent and livable condition.

- lbrahim (as) and his family were refugees. Musa (as) was a refugee. The prophet

Muhammad (5%) was a refugee.

- Not giving someone their right of knowing they will be safe in their home tomorrow

just because of their paperwork is a crime in Islam

- After Najashi took in the Muslim refugees, there was a revolt against Najashi (for
other reasons). But Najashi stayed in power and Allah (swt) blessed his rule and

blessed Abyssinia as a result of them accepting those refugees.
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