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Chapter 3: From the Scrolls of Abraham

Chapter Three
From the Scrolls of Abraham

Gl JE T ama) ) Cania il Lad ¢ Al Jpy by 8 From Abu Dhar (ra) who said, “I said, ‘O
ia ol ¢ s nall el Tabudiall llall Ll LelS YA Messenger of Allah (s4,) what were the
8503 (e 3 il @iy (S5 ¢ any o Lpdany Liall aen] scrolls of Ibrahim (as)?’ He said, ‘They

S b e ciilS ooy sl were parables,’ [and so he (%) recited

one of the revelations that was found in the
revelation to Ibrahim (as) which read]: ‘Oh
king who has been entrusted with authority
and who has been tested with that authority
and who has been deluded by that
authority: | did not send you to this world to
amass the fortunes of it. Rather | sent you
to avert from me the call of the oppressed
for | do not reject the call of the oppressed
even if it comes from a disbeliever.” [Ibn
Hibban]

Lessons:

1. This narration gives us a sense of the consistency of the message. Each prophet
essentially preached the same overall message (creed and social values) from
Allah (swt); they differed only in legislation. All of the messengers emphasized
the importance of justice.

2. ‘The only reason | sent you was to avert the calls of the oppressed from Me’

a. Allah makes this the only purpose of the one who He has entrusted with
authority over others.

b. What often causes people to be unjust is obsession with this world. There
is a connection between amassing the fortunes of this world and
oppressing those who are disadvantaged. Allah mentions pursuing the
fortunes of this world as a distraction from being just. Example: Capitalism
is one of the greatest reasons for oppression today.

@ Oshax ()55 e slie o il die plandall ) 'Abdullah bin 'Amr bin Al-'as (may Allah be

"l sy e s agalal 5 agSes pleased with them) reported: The
Messenger of Allah (As.£) said, "The just
will be seated upon pulpits of light. Those
who are fair with regards to their judgment
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and with their families and anything they

Lessons:
The mugsiteen (cskeis) are people who are put in a position to judge, arbitrate,
govern, or distribute. This is different than Jx= (justice) because these are
essentially people who are put in a position where they could potentially be unjust

1.

but they choose to be just.

undertake." [Muslim].

Allah mentions ‘pulpits of light’ for the mugsiteen as a reward for their actions. He
azza wa jal gives them a pulpit on the right side of Ar-Rahman. This is the
opposite of the dhalim (%) who is power hungry in this world and so Allah
humiliates him. The mugsiteen do not allow a quest for power to cause them to
be unjust, so in the next life they are honored and stand on pulpits of light.
Allah loves the mugsiteen (ue~2<) and does not love the dhalimeen (o)

a. “And Allah does not love the oppressors” [Quran 3:140]

b. “Indeed Allah loves those who act justly” [Quran 49:9]
The Prophet (saw) mentions in a hadith the seven groups of people who will be
granted His shade on the Day of Judgment. Often the narrations change the
order of the groups of people who will receive the shade, however, the one thing
that remains constant is that in every narration the first to be mentioned is a just
ruler. Imam Sufyan At-Thawri (ra) said that this is because if you have a just ruler
it sets the stage for that society to behave righteously.
According to scholars, of the seven who are mentioned, the just ruler is the
best. They will not only be in the shade of Allah but will also be seated on pulpits

of light.
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Narrated Abu Huraira: The Prophet
(L) said, "Seven (people) will be
shaded by Allah by His Shade on
the Day of Resurrection when there
will be no shade except His Shade.
(They will include) a just ruler, a
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young man who has been brought
up in the worship of Allah, a man
who remembers Allah in seclusion
and his eyes are then flooded with
tears, a man whose heart is
attached to the mosque (offers his
compulsory congregational prayers
in the mosque), two men who love
each other for Allah's sake, a man
who is called by a charming lady of
noble birth to commit illegal sexual
intercourse with her, and he says, 'l
am afraid of Allah,' and (finally), a

3



Chapter 3: From the Scrolls of Abraham

man who gives in charity so secretly that his left hand does not know
what his right hand has given."
Does this hadith only apply to “rulers” ?

Ibn Hajr said, “The father is imam of the children, the mother is the imamah of the
household, the teacher is the imam of the students, the imam is the imam of the
congregants (for prayer), and the employer is the imam of his employees.”

da Vs cg )y el e e J s oSy o) ) oSIS Ibn 'Umar (May Allah be pleased with them)
oalgs len 53 Can e Aol 3l a5 tany dal e g reported: The Prophet (%) said, "All of
e ) 0o s oS5 ) ) SIS ’ you are guardians and all of you will be

questioned about your flock. The ruler is a
guardian of his society, the man is a
guardian of his family, the woman is a
guardian and is responsible for her
husband's house and his offspring; and so
all of you are guardians and are responsible
for your subjects." [Al-Bukhari and Muslim].

Everyone is required, as far as possible, to establish justice where they can. The bigger
the flock, the bigger the responsibility.

For example, Allah mentions in surah Hadid:

“We have already sent Our messengers with clear evidences and sent down with them
the Scripture and the balance that the people may maintain [their affairs] in justice.”
[Quran 57:25]

Dl afigy o Joall Sy i Y sl Al asa 4 (3 V) Bk el (e L

In another hadith, the Messenger of Allah (5% ) said, “There is not a single person who
has been entrusted with ten people except that he will be brought with those ten people
on the day of Judgment and his hands will be chained to his neck. Justice will cause his
hands to be released; oppression will cause him to perish.”

Tl il 1o 135 Q) mhea Wadia 1) i) (e libia Sufyan At-Thawri said, “There are two
g1 ¥ 5 o lalel) groups of people that if they are righteous,
people will be righteous, and if they are
corrupt, people will be corrupt. [They are]
the scholars and the rulers.”
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One group is in charge of worldly affairs of the people while the other offers guidance for
our affairs in the hereafter.

Always remember that you have some level of authority over others.

The Messenger of Allah (s:£) said, "It is part of reverence to Allah that you show
respect to an aged Muslim, and one who commits the Qur'an to memory (and does not
exaggerate pronouncing its letters nor forgets it after memorizing), and that you respect
a just ruler." [Abu Dawud]

He (Ails:2) made it a part of our sunnah to respect and honor those who establish justice.

Oladll 4 jlg aie a5 jla 138 e ol e oaldl) ae i ()
“Indeed Allah is with the gadi (judge) as long as he is not unjust. When that
person becomes a tyrant, Allah abandons him and ‘sticks’ a shaytan to him.”

Imam Al-Qutayba comments on this hadith and says, “Nothing hardens a heart
like oppression. Once someone becomes a dhalim in some capacity, the
punishment for that person is that other forms of oppression become easy for
them.”

It was narrated by Abu Hurairah that the Messenger of Allah (i) said: There are three
[people] whose supplications are not turned back: A just ruler, a fasting person until he
breaks his fast, and one who has been wronged.”

The worst situation is to be in a place where you wrong someone who has authority over
you and who has not wronged you. Their du’a is answered for two reasons: because
they were a “just authority” and because they were wronged by you. For example, a just
parent who is wronged by their child will have their du’a answered.

A person who is in a place of authority and chooses to be just will find peace and
security in this world. One afternoon the Ruler of Persia, Hurmuzan, arrived in
Madinah on important diplomatic business with the Caliph. When he enquired as to the
whereabouts of Umar ra, he was directed to a man sleeping peacefully under a tree with
no bodyguards or weapons,. The Roman messenger marvelled at this sight: the leader
of millions of people sleeping peacefully under a tree without a care in the world. He then
remarked his famous words that remain etched into history until today: “O Umar! You
ruled. You were just. Thus you were given security. And thus you slept.”
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Those who are just are the most beloved people to Allah in the next world.

s ) A Gl Gaal ) Al g dle Al a ) Jsu; JB The most beloved person to Allah on the
A A Gl i 5 Jale ala) Ludae 4ie aaliaf 5 4l Day of Judgment and the closest to Him in
Sla alef Lidas 4ia anand status is the just ruler. And the most hated

of people on the day of Judgment and the
farthest from Him is the oppressive imam.

The just will earn Paradise.

Jas ¢ (Bhse 3auaic Janda (lhalu b1 4D Aiall Jal The people of jannah are three [types]: a
53 adalie Ciide 5 ¢ aluag 8 (63 SV QAN (38 s person in authority who is just, a man who
Jdbe shows mercy to his relatives, and a person

who is blessed with a large family but
refrains from begging

Al-Bayhaqi: This hadith about a righteous person who did not wrong those they were
responsible for goes all the way back to the mother who visited Aisha (ra) and she gave
her three dates and she gave two to her two children. The children ate both dates and
then looked to her for the last one. She split it in half and gave it to the children. Aisha
(ra) mentioned it to the Prophet (saw) and he praised the woman and said that she
entered Paradise because of what she did. She went beyond justice and was merciful.
She didn’t do anything besides take care of the children she was entrusted with and that
was enough for her to enter into Paradise.

YA@EEN

Institute for Islamic Research



Chapter 3: From the Scrolls of Abraham

YA@EEN

Institute for Islamic Research



