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SERIES OVERVIEW
	[image: ]SERIES SUMMARY
Complicated. Long. Conflicting. Outdated. Contradictory. When it comes to the Bible, you’ve probably thought all that and more. TBH we all have. That’s because, for so many of us, the Bible just seems to cause more confusion than clarity. People act like it’s so life-changing, but for us it seems like anything but helpful. Is it possible we’re missing something?  In this series we’re talking about how the Bible works, what’s in there, and why we trust it…really. In other words, we’re talking about the Bible EXPLAINED.
VERSE TO REMEMBER FOR THIS SERIES
“All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness”
(2 Timothy 3:16, NIV).

	


WEEK OVERVIEW
BOTTOM LINE
Context creates clarity.
THIS WEEK’S SCRIPTURE
“Many have undertaken to draw up an account of the things that have been fulfilled among us, just as they were handed down to us by those who from the first were eyewitnesses and servants of the word. With this in mind, since I myself have carefully investigated everything from the beginning, I too decided to write an orderly account for you, most excellent Theophilus, so that you may know the certainty of the things you have been taught” (Luke 1:1-4 NIV).

YOUR STUDENTS

Leaders—don’t feel like you have to know all the answers to the questions context creates. Don’t put undue pressure on yourself to be an “expert” here. And if you have your own questions, ask your ministry leader and look for answers as well. Your willingness to be a learner alongside your students as they learn can be an encouragement to them. Participate in the process with them. In addition, keep in mind that we all bring a bit of baggage to the conversation about the Bible. A lot of us have inherited a certain understanding that may feel confusing now, or even contradicting to what we are hearing in this series. The ultimate goal for our students, and for us as leaders, is to grow more curious and take more ownership in our learning and understanding of the Bible.
WHAT YOU’LL NEED
· A Bible or a Bible app
· Pens or pencils
· Colored pencils or markers
· Blank papers
· Hat/bowl
· Premade notecards with occupations/job titles for the ICE BREAKER game
· [bookmark: _Hlk15633089][bookmark: _Hlk15987772][bookmark: _Hlk31021662]A Student guide for each student
TO-DO LIST

· Print enough Student guides for everyone.
· Prepare the job reference for the ICE BREAKER section.

ICE BREAKER
What is Your Job?
Write the following occupations/job titles on notecards, fold in half, and place in a bowl. (Add more if you have more students.  Duplicates are okay.)
	· Secret Service Agent
	· Electrician
	· Race Car Driver
	· Teacher

	· Thief
	· Personal Trainer
	· Cook
	· Candle Stick Maker

	· Interior Designer
	· Fireman
	
	


1. Have students draw a card out of a bowl. Don’t show anyone their card. This is their new job/occupation. Tell the students to look around the room and imagine it as the place where they work.  
2. When it is their turn, they will describe what they “see” or imagine around the room. These will be clues for other students to guess their occupation or job title. (For example, I see a chair, a bright light, an x-ray machine. I see a water squirter, a sink, and some family pictures. I see a bib, a mask, a lot of silver tools. What am I? A dental hygienist.)
3. Choose a student to go first. 
4. Whoever correctly guesses goes second.
5. Repeat until everyone has had a turn.     
INTRODUCTION
Say something like this to introduce this week’s topic:
This week, we will be spending time exploring the idea that context creates clarity. During the ICEBREAKER, the more descriptive you were with what you saw in the room, the clearer it was to your peers what your job was. In the same way, as we dig into Scripture and ask questions to clarify contexts, hopefully, we can gain more clarity about what we read. 
This week, we will look at two stories found in the New Testament: the woman caught in adultery and the paralyzed man on the mat. We will look at each story through various perspectives. Keep in mind: Context creates clarity. 
HEAR
HEARING FROM GOD THROUGH HIS WORD
WHAT YOU’LL NEED
· A Bible or a Bible app
· A Student guide for each student
· Pens or pencils
Read
John 8:1-11 
INSTRUCTIONS FOR MINISTRY LEADER
Have students get into at least 4 groups and read John 8:1-11 together.  
Assign each group one of the following perspectives: Jesus, the Woman, the Accusers, or the Author. (If you don’t have enough groups, you may modify how you do this. Students could work alone, or complete it in a couple of rounds). 
Give students a few minutes to re-read through the new perspective. Then, have them answer these four questions in their student guides with one another: 
	John 8:1-11 through the perspective of:
	

	1. What do you think they felt?
	

	2. Why do you think they felt this way?
	

	3. What was important to them in this situation? 
	

	4. Did anything change their perspective? 
	


When students finish, say something like this:
Continue with your same perspective as we move into the TALK portion.
TALK
TALKING WITH OTHERS ABOUT OUR FAITH 
WHAT YOU’LL NEED 
· A Student guide for each student 
· A Bible or a Bible app
· Pens or pencils
· Colored pencils or markers
· Blank papers
[bookmark: _Hlk39499480]INSTRUCTIONS FOR MINISTRY LEADER: 
Have supplies available for this activity: markers, colored pencils, blank paper. If you have a large group, you may want to break students into smaller groups of 2 or 3.  
Give the groups 10-20 minutes to complete this activity and come back together to share with the large group. 
Say something like this:
Using the same perspective you had during the HEAR section, spend the next 10-20 minutes completing one of the following activities in your student guides with your group. 
1. Create a comic, retelling the story from your new perspective.
2. Write a poem or a first-person narrative from your assigned perspective.
3. Do a modern retelling from your assigned perspective.  
4. Use emojis to retell the story from your assigned perspective.   

PRAY
TALKING TO GOD
WHAT YOU’LL NEED 
· A Student guide for each student 
· Pens or pencils
PRAY Individually
Have students find a quiet place, read and pray through the poem in their student guides. They may also want a pen or something to write with. Let them know that some of the language in the poem may sound strange to them. That’s okay! Encourage them to focus on the words that connect with them. If they want, they can also journal their thoughts or circle any key words. 
Give students about 5 minutes to pray.
What Christ Is To Us
	The Shield from every dart;
The Balm for every smart;
The Sharer of each load;
Companion on the road.
The Door into the fold;
The Anchor that will hold;
	The Shepherd of the sheep;
The Guardian of my sleep.
The Friend with Whom I talk;
The Way by which I walk;
The Light to show the way;
The Strength for every day.
	The Source of my delight;
The Song to cheer the night;
The Thought that fills my mind;
The Best of All to find—is Jesus!
—Anonymous



LIVE
LIVING IN A WAY THAT HONORS GOD
WHAT YOU’LL NEED 
· A Student guide for each student
· Pens or pencils 
INSTRUCTIONS FOR MINISTRY LEADER
This week, students will spend time at home each day reading the same story for five days (there’s a copy in their student guides). Go over the directions together and ask if anyone has any questions.  
Read
Mark 2:1-11
	Day 1
	Think about the story through the perspective of the man on the mat. How did he feel before and after he encountered Jesus?
	

	Day 2
	Think about the crowd and what they thought while seeing this all happen. Can you relate?
	

	Day 3
	Think about the friends that carried the man on the mat. What characteristics would you use to describe them? What qualities do your friends have that are similar?
	

	Day 4
	Think about Jesus. Why did He respond the way He did?
	

	Day 5
	Think about Mark, the author. Why did He think this had to be included? If this story wasn’t included, what do you think we would not have learned about Jesus?
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EXPANSION GUIDE
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DIRECT MESSAGE




DIRECT MESSAGE




Student Guide / Week 2
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READ
John 8:1-11
1. Who are the different people mentioned in these verses? 
Once you have finished reading the verses, your leader will assign you a perspective to read through the story again. 
2. Re-read the passage of Scripture through the perspective assigned to your group.
Answer the following questions with your group
	John 8:1-11 through the perspective of:
	

	1. What do you think they felt?
	

	2. Why do you think they felt this way?
	

	3. What was important to them in this situation? 
	

	4. Did anything change their perspective? 
	



TALK
TALKING WITH OTHERS ABOUT OUR FAITH
Choose one of the following activities to complete as a group from your assigned perspective in the HEAR section:
1. Create a comic, retelling the story from your assigned perspective.
2. Write a poem or first-person narrative from your assigned perspective.
3. Do a modern retelling from your assigned perspective. 
4. Use emojis to retell the story from your assigned perspective. 
PRAY 
TALKING TO GOD
[bookmark: _Hlk25003810]Pray Individually
Find a quiet place to pray. If you have a pen or journal, bring it with you.
Spend the next few minutes praying through the poem “What Christ is to Us.” Some of the language may feel strange. That’s okay! Focus on the words that connect with you. If you want, circle any words, or journal your thoughts. Spend some time thinking about what this poem means to you.
What Christ Is To Us
	The Shield from every dart;
The Balm for every smart;
The Sharer of each load;
Companion on the road.
The Door into the fold;
The Anchor that will hold;
	The Shepherd of the sheep;
The Guardian of my sleep.
The Friend with Whom I talk;
The Way by which I walk;
The Light to show the way;
The Strength for every day.
	The Source of my delight;
The Song to cheer the night;
The Thought that fills my mind;
The Best of All to find—is Jesus!
—Anonymous



LIVE
LIVING IN A WAY THAT HONORS GOD
During the week at home, read the following passage of Scripture each day. Answer the questions in the space provided. Write down any additional thoughts or observations you may have.
Read
Mark 2:1-11


	Day 1
	Think about the story through the perspective of the man on the mat. How did he feel before and after he encountered Jesus?
	

	Day 2
	Think about the crowd and what they thought while seeing this all happen. Can you relate?
	

	Day 3
	Think about the friends that carried the man on the mat. What characteristics would you use to describe them? What qualities do your friends have that are similar?
	

	Day 4
	Think about Jesus. Why did He respond the way He did?
	

	Day 5
	Think about Mark, the author. Why did He think this had to be included? If this story wasn’t included, what do you think we would not have learned about Jesus?
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