
PEACHTREE VILLAGE REITREMENT & ASSISTED LIVING 
WWW.PEACHTREEVILLAGE.ORG 

1 

 

 
 
 

VA AID + ATTENDANCE PROGRAM 2021 

 

The Aid and Attendance program was created for Veterans and/or surviving spouses to aid 

in the costs of elder care like assisted living. Each year, the benefit dollar amount changes 

slightly to allow for economic factors – such as the Social Security Administration’s annual 

cost of living increase. 

 

 
 

Below you will see the benefit amounts for 2021: 

 

STATUS BENEFIT AMOUNT 

(MONTHLY) 

BENEFIT AMOUNT 

(ANNUALLY) 

Surviving Spouse $1,244 $14,928 

Single Veteran $1,936 $23,232 

Married Veteran $2,295 $27,540 

Two Married Veterans $3,071 $36,852 

 

 

 Program Service Requirements 

 

There are several specific requirements a veteran must meet in order to qualify for the 

program. They are as follows: 
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 The veteran must have served at least 90 days of active duty with at least one day 

during a wartime period (a veteran can combine periods of active duty to meet the 

90-day active-duty requirement) 

o Wartime periods accepted are as follows: 

 WORLD WAR II from December 7th, 1941 to December 31st, 1946 

 KOREAN CONFLICT  from June 27th, 1950 to January 31st, 1955 

 VIETNAM ERA EARLY YEARS (serving in the Republic of Vietnam - 

including ships in Vietnam coastal waters) from February 28th, 1961 to 

May 7th, 1975 

 VIETNAM ERA LATER YEARS (serving anywhere in the world) from 

August 5th, 1964 to May 7th, 1975 

 GULF WAR from August 2nd, 1990 to February 28th, 1991 

 The veteran’s discharge status must be anything other than dishonorable 

 The veteran must be at least age 65 or older, or totally and permanently disabled - 

the disability does not need to be service related. The spouse and physical ability of 

a veteran can vary 

 A surviving spouse of a veteran may be eligible for the program if he or she was 

married to the veteran for at least one year and at the time of passing 

 A surviving spouse who was married to the veteran for less than a year but had a 

child with the veteran may be eligible for the program circumstance depending 

 A spouse who remarries can only qualify for this benefit if the remarriage was to a 

another veteran - except for the following situation: the spouse of a deceased 

veteran remarried and divorced the second spouse or the second spouse passed 

away between January 1st, 1971 and November 1st,1990 and never married again 

 The veteran or spouse must need help with some of the activities of daily living: 

mobility, bathing, dressing, eating, or toilet use. 
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Net Worth Limits With Look-Back Rule 

The amount of assets a veteran or spouse can have and still qualify for is $130,772. There 

is a look-back rule establishing a period of 36 months (3 years) in which the VA “looks 

back” on all asset transfers made for less than they are worth.  

With this rule, the 36 month look back period begins the date of one’s VA pension 

application. There is an exception that the VA does not look back at transfers made prior to 

October 18th 2018 - the date the rule was implemented.  

If one is found to be in violation of the look back rule, a period of VA pension benefit 

ineligibility (up to 5 years) will be the penalty. 

The look back rule is intended to prevent veterans and surviving spouses from gifting 

assets or selling them for less than they are worth in order to meet the net worth (assets + 

income) eligibility limit of $130,773 (effective December 1st, 2020 to November 30th, 2021) 

for pension applicants. 

 

 

 Calculating Net Worth  
 

Net worth includes checking, savings, money market accounts, mutual funds, and stocks. 

Some assets are not counted towards one’s net worth such as: one’s primary home up to 

2 acres of land (acreage in excess of 2 acres will be counted towards one’s net worth), 

household goods, personal vehicles, and personal items (such as clothing). 

Annual income is considered part of one’s net worth. To calculate annual income, take 

one’s monthly income and multiply by 12 (total months in a year). 

EXAMPLE: If a veteran or surviving spouse receives an income of $1,200 / month they 

would have an annual income of $14,400 ($1,200 x 12 = $14,400).  
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Unreimbursed medical expenses (meaning they are not paid for by insurance such as: 

premiums, in-home care, and assisted living costs) can be deducted from one’s income, 

effectively lowering the amount of annual income applied towards the net worth.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


