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Paper 2 guide

We use the Edexcel/Pearson exam board

2 hours 5 minutes – 1 hour 20 for reading and 45 minutes for
writing.
The timing for each paper will be about a minute per mark.

2 non-fiction texts for reading and 1 transactional writing task.

1 text will be from 20th century and the other from 21st.
The texts might be extracts from a memoir, autobiography, published
diary, or an entire published letter, newspaper or magazine article.
There are 8 reading questions and 1 writing task.

Basic
information

Both texts are about 35-40 lines
long.

Read text 1

It is a good idea to read the whole
text through first, quite quickly, to
get the general gist and then read
specifically to answer the questions.
It will always say where the text is
from, who wrote it and in what year.
Then there is a very brief summary
of the text giving you an idea of
context.
There will be a glossary at the
bottom with asterisks for any
particularly difficult words.

Question 1 (2 marks)
Question 2 (2 marks)
Spend no more than 5 minutes on these two
questions.

Write short quotes from the text
to answer the question.
Generally just look for the most
obvious answers and make sure
they are different to each other.

Read Text 1 through in more detail in preparation
for Question 3 using a highlighter to note
interesting words, phrases and techniques.

Question 3 – 15 marks
15 minutes

The Language and Structure Question

This will always be:

Analyse how the writer uses language and
structure to interest and engage the reader.

There is a lot of advice on answering this question
including how to use PEE, PETAL, embed quotes
and communicate effects.
In your answer you should write about:
• Perhaps most important is that you reference
techniques in this answer. You cannot score more
• language features and techniques
than 6 if you only analyse language or structure.
• structural techniques
• You can score a mid-range mark by looking at
evidence and techniques one by one but for a
• the effect on the reader.
higher scoring answer you should look for
connections. In the same way, considering whole
And support your views with detailed reference to the text
text structure in this answer may award you
higher marks as it will show you have read the
This question is based on the whole text. You should aim to find at whole text.
least 5 pieces of evidence with a balance of language and structure. • There is a list of techniques you might reference
on the following slide.

Language and structural devices/techniques commonly found in non-fiction

Let's move on....
Read Text 2
It will be on the same topic and roughly the
same length as text 1 but it will be different
in one or more of the following ways:
•
•
•
•

Purpose
Perspective
Tone
Form

It will be from the other century

Questions 4 (1 mark) and 5 (1 mark)
Based on text 2 - 3 minutes
You should just write short
quotes from the text to
answer the question.
Generally just look for the
most obvious answers.

Read Text 2 through in
more detail in preparation
for Question 6 using a
highlighter to note text
connected to setting,
character, perspective,
tone, theme and events

Question 6 – 15 marks
15 minutes

The evaluation question

This will always be:
In this extract, the writer attempts to ……….. (do a certain thing)
Evaluate how successfully this is achieved.
Support your views with detailed reference to the text.

Your answer should be based on the whole text. You can use the acronym SPITE – setting, people, perspectives, ideas,
tone, theme and events to help you. This question does not ask you to analyse techniques, but you can use them to
help your evaluation.
You will be assessed on your depth of comment on the text, your critical judgement of the text and the writer’s craft,
and how well you choose references.
The exam gives you 4 sides to write on but aim to do a side and a half as a minimum.

7a – 6 marks
10 minutes

Synthesis
Question

• You will be asked to find similarities in the
content of the two texts.
• You will have already read each text
thoroughly to answer questions 3 and 6 so you
will know them well.
• Find 3 similarities and reference each one. You
will end up writing 3 short 3 sentence
paragraphs.
• No analysis needed.
• An easy 6 marks!

Both places are described as dirty. In
text 1 it says the guesthouse is "…........"
And in text 2 it says the guesthouse is
"…......".
Both places are described as being
small. In text 1 it says the guesthouse
is "…........" And in text 2 it says the
guesthouse is "…......".
Both places have received complaints.
In text 1 a guest said it was "…........"
And in text 2 someone complained that
the guesthouse was "…......".

7b – 14 marks
15 minutes

Comparison Question

You will be asked to compare how the
writers of the two texts present their
ideas and perspectives about a certain
thing. This includes similarities and
differences
Type

Please make sure you highlight what
certain thing they want you to focus on.
You are assessed on the range of
comparisons you make. Aim to find 4 or
5. I find it is better to compare as I go
along.
You can use some of your points in your
answer to question 3 to help you with
this answer. Also look at:

Writer’s intention

Perspective

Style, tone and register

Bias

Language/Structural features

Always use comparative phrases:
more/less, on the other hand, in the
same way, in contrast.
Avoid stating something about one text
and then stating something about the
other without making the comparison
explicit.

Question 8 or 9 Transactional writing task
40 marks – 45 minutes
Please see all resources you have been given on this.
You might be asked to write a letter, article, review, report,
speech or section of a guidebook/leaflet.
You will be given a choice of two tasks.
Aim to write a minimum of two sides.
Give yourself enough time to make a quick plan and to
proofread at the end.
You will be assessed on content, organisation of ideas,
writing for a specific audiece and technical skills like
spelling, punctuation, sentence structure and vocabulary
use.

Final notes
• The questions in this guide are taken from the June 2019 paper 2 .
• This is just an overview of the paper. There are lots of resources, guidebooks, exercises for
the longer questions: 3, 6, 7b and 8/9 . You will also find grade boundaries from previous
years.
• We use Edexcel/Pearson exam board. You can find a lot of other past papers here from
June and November exam series. You will also find mark schemes and marked answers
(examiner reports).
• It is important to practise the skills you need to use to answer the questions, first in a nontimed environment, and gradually building up to exam conditions.
• When working in timed conditions always move on from the longer questions (3, 6, 7b) you can come back to them at the end if you have time left.
• Some students like to read the texts through, then do the writing question and then do
the reading. Being disciplined with your time is the most important thing you can do.
• If you are eligible for extra time that will usually mean 25% extra. If you or your teacher
feels that your handwriting is too difficult to read, ask about using a word processor (spell
check will be disabled).

Timing overview
Question
1 and 2
3
4 and 5
6
7a
7b
8 or 9

Focus
How much to write
Comprehension
Short quotes
Language and Structure One and a half sides
minimum
Comprehension
Short quotes
Evaluation
One and a half
sides minimum
Synthesis
3 short paragraphs
Comparison
4-5 comparative paragraphs
Transactional Writing
2 sides minimum

How much time
5 minutes
15 minutes
3 minutes
15 minutes
10 minutes
15 minutes
45 minutes

