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T
hey lived through the Great Depression and World War II.

They witnessed women getting the right to vote and the civil

rights movement. ❚ Centenarians — 100 years or older — are

rare, but six women living at the Lely Palms Retirement Com-

munity just celebrated that achievement of longevity. ❚ “Naples is a Blue

Zone community, and this (celebration) personifies that,” said Naples

Mayor Bill Barnett, who honored the six women Wednesday afternoon at

a luncheon attended by almost 90 people. “They’re all sharp. One of my

serious goals is to be a centenarian.”

Stephanie Janke, an activities assistant, kisses Vesta Warner, 100, on the cheek to wish her a happy birthday
during a celebration Wednesday for the six resident centenarians at the Lely Palms Retirement Community
in East Naples. NICOLE RAUCHEISEN/NAPLES DAILY NEWS

CENTENARIAN
CELEBRATION
Six 100-year-old women honored in East Naples
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See CENTENARIANS, Page 4A
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Russia fallout: Is Trump a ‘traitor’?

The term flew at president after Putin summit.
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FAMILY YOGA WITH KATHRYN
Energize your body. Relax your mind.

Saturday, July 21 starting at 10 a.m. in PLAYLAND

A FREE 45-minute beginners’ yoga class for families with toddlers to tweens.

Five Democratic gubernatorial candidates
argued Wednesday night over how best to
stop toxic discharges from Lake Okeechobee,
which have recently caused thick, green algal
blooms that are affecting seven Florida coun-
ties.

Former U.S. Rep. Gwen Graham, Tallahas-
see Mayor Andrew Gillum, former Miami
Beach Mayor Philip Levine, Orlando busi-
nessman Chris King and Palm Beach billion-
aire Jeff Greene all agreed that runoff from
Lake Okeechobee is one of the biggest envi-
ronmental problems facing the state.

Democrats
talk Lake O
runoff ills,
school risk
Gubernatorial candidates
slam Scott, Trump in debate

Lisa Conley
Naples Daily News
USA TODAY NETWORK – FLORIDA

Audience members applaud Wednesday
during the Democratic candidates’
gubernatorial debate at Florida Gulf Coast
University. MORIAH RATNER/NAPLES DAILY NEWS

See DEBATE, Page 5A

When Carolina Varillas got a phone call from her
mom late Saturday night, she was a little upset about
being woken.

She was used to getting late-night calls from her
family asking her to pick up milk or go to the grocery

store.
“I was a little mean about it,” Varillas, 20, said. “I felt

bad about it later.”
On Saturday night, she wasn’t being asked to take

food home to her family. She was asked to take clothes
to a hospital where they were being treated after being
hit by a car.

Family hit by car in parking lot seeks GoFundMe aid
Alexi C. Cardona
Naples Daily News
USA TODAY NETWORK – FLORIDA

See INJURED FAMILY, Page 4A
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The national longevity rate is going
down while Naples’ is going up, Bar-
nett said — a statement backed up by
24/7 Wall Street, which reported in
2016 that residents of the Naples-Im-
mokalee-Marco Island metro area
have the longest lifespans in the coun-
try. Life expectancy in the area is
83.5 years. That’s 4.7 years longer
than the expected lifespan of the typ-
ical American.

The six women all received per-
sonal letters from Gov. Rick Scott and
will be receiving letters from Presi-
dent Donald Trump in the next couple
of weeks, according to Denise Bolton,
marketing director for Lely Palms,
which is in East Naples.

The event was the brainchild of
Erin Sakmar, executive director of Le-
ly Palms. She plans to make the cele-
bration an annual one.

‘She made maps before Google’ 

Lillian Carey, who hails from New
Jersey, will turn 102 on Saturday. 

Carey was a cartographer for the
Army.

“She made maps before Google
Maps,” said Carey’s daughter, Ginny
Nolan.

Nolan and her family arrived in Na-
ples on Carey’s birthday 45 years ago.

“We didn’t buy a present, we just
showed up and said, ‘Happy birthday!
Here we are,’ ” Nolan said.

“Will we have birthday cake?”
Carey asked a few times during the
luncheon, occasionally when speak-
ers were presenting. Carey has some
hearing loss, and everyone in the
crowd could hear her ask about the

cake, but they simply smiled. Nolan
chuckled and playfully hid her face in
her hands.

Memories of WWII times

Helen Crim, 100, who moved to Na-
ples in 1985, was born in Iowa.

Her first date was at age 16. she
went to a movie with the son of her
high school’s superintendent.

She earned a degree in corporate fi-
nance and started her career “taking
over a man’s job” at a bank.

One of her favorite memories was
seeing the role women took in govern-
ment while men were off fighting in
World War II. Crim served in the Red
Cross during WWII and met her hus-
band in India.

Her words of wisdom? 
“Never give up.”

Gifts for every Glades child

Merle Harris, 100, is a Florida na-
tive from the Everglades.

She remembers when Barron Col-
lier, a New York City advertising and
real estate developer whom Collier
County was named after, came to give
Christmas presents to every child in
the Everglades. Harris and her sister
each received a doll.

Harris, who moved to Naples in
1926, said the biggest change she has
seen is the development and building

of Naples.
Her favorite hobbies are going to

the beach and researching genealogy,
which is how she found out she is re-
lated to Margaret Mitchell, author of
“Gone with the Wind.” She took a train
to see it in New York, and it’s her favor-
ite movie.

Invited to White House

Vesta Warner, 100, was born in Co-
lumbus, Ohio, and moved to Naples in
1974 after a vacation.

The biggest change she has seen in
her 100 years has been travel on air-
planes, which she experienced when
invited to the White House, where she
wore one of her handmade gowns.

Warner’s words of wisdom?
“Always be truthful.”

Wisdom seen in silence

Marion Katzmun, 101, was born in
Chicago and moved to Naples for a
teaching job. Her favorite memory
from her childhood was playing jacks
with other kids.

Her words of wisdom come from a
variation of a quote originally attribut-
ed to Abraham Lincoln or Mark Twain:

“Keep your mouth shut.”

Knew husband since childhood

Claire Connolly, 100, was born in
New York City and retired to Naples in
1972.

The biggest change in her life was
when her husband died. They had
known each other since they were
children and were on the track team
together. Their first car was a pea-
green Chevy with only two seats and a
rumble seat in the back.

Connolly’s words of wisdom: 
“God is love.”

Marion Katzman, 101, from left, Lillian Carey, 102, Merle Harris, 100, Vesta Warner, 100, Claire Connolly, 100, and Helen
Crim, 100, listen as Naples Mayor Bill Barnett reads a proclamation honoring the six centenarians at the Lely Palms
Retirement Community in East Naples. NICOLE RAUCHEISEN/ NAPLES DAILY NEWS

Centenarians
Continued from Page 1A

Find more online
To see more photos and a
video of the birthday party,
go to naplesnews.com.
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“I asked my mom who’s in the hospi-
tal,” Varillas said. “She said all of them. I
kept thinking: How did four people get
run over? What kind of situation could
have happened that landed my four
family members in the hospital?”

Varillas’ mom, dad and two younger
siblings were hurt when, authorities say,
a driver put a car in reverse the the park-
ing lot of Mi Mercado Foods in East Na-

ples, hit picnic tables, and
sent food flying and peo-
ple tumbling onto the
ground. 

Collier County Sher-
iff’s Office deputies said
they found the driver, An-
tonio Rosas, about a half-
mile from the scene. Flor-

ida Highway Patrol troopers arrested
him on several charges alleging driving
under the influence and hit-and-run.

The Varillas family had gone to Mi
Mercado Foods to eat tacos that night.
They paid for their food but didn’t get to
eat before the car plowed into the food
store’s picnic tables.

Varillas said her sister, Bibiana Varil-
las, 17, suffered the worst of the injuries.
She had tire marks on her arms, cuts and

bruises along the right side of her body,
and severe road rash.

Their brother, Saul Varillas, 9, hurt his
lip when he was tossed from the picnic
table. 

Their parents, Luis Varillas and Clau-
dia Roque, suffered several injuries. Va-
rillas said her mom’s head hurts and she
has a black eye. Varillas’ father has trou-
ble walking; he hurt his waist and back.
The parents both had some pain in their

ribs.
According to Carolina Varillas, her

mom works as a cake decorator for a
bakery, and her father works in con-
struction. Her younger sister works part
time at a senior living community.

Claudia Roque went back to work for
a little bit Wednesday. Varillas’ dad and
sister have not been able to go back to
work.

Carolina Varillas, who works two

part-time jobs, at a massage therapy
business and a law firm, said she wishes
she could help more with her family’s
medical expenses. 

“They’re so worried about money,”
Varillas said.

The family set up a GoFundMe page
to help offset medical and possible legal
costs.

To donate, see https://www.go-
fundme.com/5tow500. 

Injured family
Continued from Page 1A

A Bonita
family hit by
a car in an
East Naples
parking lot
is asking for
aid through
GoFundMe.
GOFUNDME

Rosas

Iona-McGregor division Chief and
Fire Marshal Ed Steffens said the
home was a total loss.

“We lost everything,” Nabavi said.
The 911 dispatch records indicate

that Finn became frightened and ran
back inside the smoke-filled house as
the family fled to safety.

Steffans said that after the fire was
put out Sunday night he was at a loss
as to what to explain to Finn’s own-
ers.

Fire officials didn’t give Finn a
chance with the severity of the fire.

“I felt so bad,” Steffens said.
However, on Monday afternoon,

when the investigation work was
complete, the family returned to pick
through the rubble and water-soaked
remains.

“I personally didn’t think he’d
make it,” Nabavi said. 

Nabavi said that as she looked
through the scorched remains she
saw something move.

“He was under the dining room ta-
ble,” she said. “Just sitting there. His
fur was all dark and smokey.”

The slightly soot-covered but very
much alive Finn was apparently just
as happy to see his owner.

“He came over and just hopped in
my arms,” Nabavi said. “My kids
were just so happy. So many things
could have gone wrong.”

Her children, Isabela, 11, and Ma-
noa, 9, were ecstatic to get their bun-
ny back. 

“We thought he died in the fire or
got buried,” Isabela said. The two
were all grins when asked if they
were happy Finn survived.

The brownish-colored bunny’s
survival was likely an offshoot of fire-
fighting efforts, Steffens said. 

“It’s a testament to how hard we
fought that fire,” he said. “And how
much water we put on it.”

The family has made other living
arrangements, with help from the
American Red Cross Southern Gulf
Chapter. Nabavi said her insurance
company said it would be nine
months to a year for tearing down the
shell that’s left, and then rebuilding.

As for Finn, well, he’s happy, sooty
paws and all, to just be chilling with
his owners.

Connect with this reporter: Mi-
chaelBraunNP (Facebook) @Michael-
BraunNP (Twitter)

Rabbit
Continued from Page 3A

Isabela, 11, plays with Finn, 
her American breed rabbit. 
MICHAEL BRAUN/THE NEWS-PRESS


