
Naples Daily News - 03/08/2017 Page : A03

(c) Naples Daily News
March 8, 2017 9:49 am (GMT +5:00) Powered by TECNAVIA

+ Naples Daily News Wednesday, March 8, 2017 3A

SWFLATODAY Updated news online SWFLATODAY naplesnews.com

T
ALLAHASSEE - Flori-
da’s legislative session
began Tuesday with Re-
publican leaders spar-
ring in the opening
hours as Gov. Rick Scott
defended his push for

state incentives for businesses and
House Speaker Richard Corcoran
urged lawmakers to fight what he
called wasteful spending proposed by
Scott.

Senate President Joe Negron of-
fered a less contentious tone in his ad-
dress to senators, instead pushing his
plan to use state money to buy land for a
Lake Okeechobee reservoir. 

The three state leaders are on oppo-
site sides of a number of key issues this
session: Scott and Corcoran are battling
openly over state-funded incentives for
businesses and tourism agencies; Ne-
gron’s chamber is at odds with Corco-
ran and Scott over health care changes;
the House and Senate have different
gambling plans; and Negron is at odds
with Corcoran and Scott over state sup-
port to buy land for the Lake Okeecho-
bee reservoir.

For Scott, the fight over state money
for Enterprise Florida and other incen-
tive programs boils down to jobs. He
used his State of the State speech to ac-
cuse Corcoran and other lawmakers of
being out of touch with the poor and un-
employed. Scott cited his own rags-to-
riches story to argue the state needs ev-
ery tool available to attract jobs.

“I will admit that it is probably more
difficult for people who have never
gone hungry or gone through foreclo-
sure or seen their family car repos-
sessed to understand this,” Scott told a
House chamber filled with lawmakers,
including Corcoran. “If you never lived

through these experiences, it may be
harder to understand the urgency here.

“I will just leave it like this: I am
fighting for our state’s job programs
because I am fighting for the families 
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Gov. Rick Scott meets with Senate President Joe Negron on the first day of the legislative session at the Capitol on Tuesday.

Gov. Scott defends
incentive programs 

Florida House Speaker Richard Corcoran chats with fellow legislators on the first day of
session at the Capitol in Tallahassee. 

As governor delivers State of the State speech, legislative
leaders signal possibly contentious session ahead

See more photos from the first day of

legislative session.naplesnews.com 
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Naples once again is tops when it
comes to residents being happy and feel-
ing good about life.

An annual Gallup-Healthways survey
of 189 cities nationwide about well-being
found Naples is No. 1 for its residents
having the highest sense of purpose and
a positive outlook, according to the find-
ings.

It is the second year in a row that Na-
ples is at the top of the list.

Coming in second is Barnstable Town,
Massachusetts, followed by Santa Cruz-
Watsonville, California, inthird. Holding
the fourth spot is Honolulu, Hawaii, and
fifth is Charlottesville, Virginia, accord-
ing to the findings.

At the opposite end, the cities with the
lowest well-being are Fort Smith, Arkan-
sas-Oklahoma; Hickory, North Carolina;
and Huntington, West Virginia. Holding
the fourth lowest well-being ranking is
Topeka, Kansas, and fifth is Canton,
Ohio.

Naples Mayor Bill Barnett said it’s
great the community has stayed at the
top spot.

“It is a wonderful honor for Naples to
be named the No. 1 community in the
country for well-being and happiness for
the second year in a row,” Barnett said.

Another Florida community made the
top 10. Northport/Sarasota came in sixth.

Besides a sense of purpose, the sur-
vey looks at four more measurements:
how people feel about their social and fi-
nancial standing, their community and 

Naples
No. 1 for
happiness
again
For 2nd year in a row, city
tops list in nationwide
Gallup-Healthways survey
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Naples leaders rejected a proposal
Tuesday for an independent ethics
watchdog to oversee conduct from city
and county government officials.

“I’d say it’s dead in the water,” Collier
County Commissioner Penny Taylor said
about her suggested countywide com-
mission on ethics.

Taylor’s fellow commissioners reject-
ed her idea when she brought the issue up
during Tuesday’s joint workshop with the
Naples City Council.

Jeff Klatzkow, the county attorney,
suggested to commissioners that the
county doesn’t have ethical issues among
its government officials.

“In my own opinion, you don’t have a
corruption issue,” he said. “And Collier
County staff is unblemished, in my opi-
nion. You may be creating something to
fix a problem that doesn’t exist.”

Commissioners agreed.
“I’m not sure that we need to create

this new entity without there being a
finding at this point that we have a prob-
lem to solve,” Commissioner Burt Saun-
ders said during a brief discussion that
didn’t include a vote.

Taylor did have support from Naples
Vice-Mayor Linda Penniman, whose own
proposal for a Naples city ethics panel
was rejected by her fellow council mem-
bers last November.

Penniman called for stricter enforce-
ment of ethics after reporting last year
from the Naples Daily News on a poten-
tial conflict of interest involving 

Proposal 
for ethics
watchdog
rejected
County officials say no
problem exists with them
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TALLAHASSEE — A bill that would
ban fracking in Florida advanced in the
Senate on Tuesday, but House members
appear less receptive to the idea. 

Senate bill sponsor Dana Young, R-
Tampa, used a sample of the eroded
limestone known as karst that much of
Florida rests on to show Environmental
Preservation and Conservation Commit-
tee members why the ban was neces-
sary.

“We are simply foreclosing one meth-

od that is incompatible with the geology
of our state,” Young said of fracking.
“There may be some uncertainty about
the issue, but the question is if you are
willing to roll the dice.”

Young’s bill, passed unanimously by
the committee, would ban the drilling
method known as fracking, which
pumps water and acid in the ground to
extract oil and gas.

Despite support from powerful sena-
tors, Senate President Joe Negron, R-
Stuart, has not yet revealed his opinion. 

Young’s bill faces two more commit-
tees before it would reach the Senate

floor. Both of those committees are
chaired by senators who voted in favor
of the bill Tuesday. One of them was Sen-
ate Appropriations Chairman Jack Lat-
vala, R-Clearwater, who assured the
long list of people who signed up to voice
support for the bill that it would pass.

“We’ve got an old saying that when
you’re ahead, the worst thing you can do
is say something that will irritate some-
thing and you’ll lose based on that,” Lat-
vala said. “If you feel you’ve got to say
something, that’s fine, but if you feel the 

Senate committee advances bill to ban fracking

See FRACKING, Page 12A
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Southern Pines
“Home of the good life”

For more info: 239.947.1515 ext.3 • E-mail: spgoodlife2@aol.com

26300 Southern Pines Dr. • Bonita Springs, FL 34135

Mon-Fri 9am-4pm •Sat & Sun by Appointment ONLY.
947-1515 Ext. 3

www.southernpinesgoodlife.com

Affordable Retirement Living!Affordable Retirement Living!

Remodeled Homes!

ND-1306929

Homes priced from $59,900 to choose from in our 5 Star community!
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4077 Tamiami Trail North - Naples, FL 34103

239.262.4999
alexandersrestaurant@yahoo.com • www.alexandersnaples.com

Chef Owner Serving Naples for 22 YearsChef Owner Serving Naples for 22 Years

MONTHLY COOK
ING CLASS

COME JOIN US

THIS
SATURDAY

AT 12:00 NOON

on the warm and flavorful cuisine of India.

$70 (all inclusive) per per
son

includes class demonstration, recipe booklet,

lunch, and choice of beverage.

HOSTED BY CHE
F ALEXANDER

their physical health.
The rankings are based on telephone surveys of

more than 354,400 people across all 50 states and the
District of Columbia, which were conducted from Jan.
2, 2015, through Dec. 30, 2016.

“Naples had the highest number of residents thriv-
ing in community well-being, highest rates of healthy
eating, lowest rates of daily stress, and lowest lifetime
diagnoses of depression,” according to the survey find-
ings.

Barnett said the Blue Zones Project has to be given
credit for helping the community achieve the good
standing.

“We are a walkable, bike-able, pedestrian-friendly
city, and our citizens are focused on healthy living and
learning about healthier lifestyles,” Barnett said.

Since 2015 Collier County has been pursuing a Blue
Zones Project designation, sponsored by the NCH
Healthcare System, where a large segment of individ-
uals, businesses, government agencies and other or-
ganizations pledge to make enough changes in daily
habits to improve their health and longevity.

The Blue Zones Project is based on the world travels
of former National Geographic explorer Dan Buettner,
who found there are nine common principles among
people in communities around the world with the great-
est longevity.

The “power nine” include moving naturally by being
physically active, knowing your purpose in life, taking
time to relax, having a healthy social network and put-
ting loved ones first. 

Other principles include participating in a religious
community, limiting alcohol consumption, eating a
plant-slant diet and stopping to eat when you are 80 per-
cent full

Dr. Allen Weiss, president and chief executive offi-
cer of NCH, who introduced the Blue Zones Project to
Collier, said he is pleased for the community by the Gal-
lup-Healthways finding.

He pointed to the community having the lowest life-

time diagnoses of depression, healthy eating habits,
sixth-lowest rate of obesity in the nation, low stress lev-
els and long life expectancy.

“We have a lot of pride in our community,” Weiss
said. “We have a great educational system. We have a
safe community.”

All those pluses add up to Naples being a great place
to live and attractive for people looking for a place to
retire, he said.

“You can’t keep the secret,” Weiss said. “If you have
someone deciding between us and Arizona and you are
the healthiest and happiest community, I think it is a big
part of the decision.”

Weiss said the community’s support of the Blue
Zones project has been a huge help for Naples staying
at the top of the Gallup-Healthways well-being survey.

To date, 75 businesses and other entities have gained
Blue Zones certification, which means they have taken
sufficient steps to make changes in their culture to be
healthier.

Weiss said another 300 groups are in the process of
getting certified, and 14,000 individuals and counting
have signed a Blue Zones pledge to adopt healthier
practices.

The Blue Zones Project contracts with the Nash-
ville-based Healthways to help communities earn des-
ignation as a Blue Zones community.

Deb Logan, executive director of the local Blue
Zones Project, said the community cannot rest on its
laurels after earning the top spot for two years if it
wants to keep its stellar status.

“We want to continue building on a strong founda-
tion,” Logan said.

People in the community benefit from a good net-
work of social connections, whether it’s from activities
through their homeowner’s associations or faith-based
groups, and that’s critical for improved well-being.

The ranking bodes well for people looking for aplace
to retire or for a business looking to relocate, she said.

“We know people are always going to move here re-
gardless, and if you move here you will have a high
sense of well-being,” she said.

In contrast, the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation
has found that loneliness shaves seven yearsoff the av-
erage lifespan, she said.

“It’s well-researched,” Logan said.

Happiness
Continued from Page 3A

Florida wildlife biologists reported Tuesday that
they found a panther dead along State Road 82 in Hen-
dry County.

The panther, a 2-year-old female without a tracking
collar, was struck by a vehicle near the Collier County
line and was found Saturday, the Florida Fish and Wild-
life Conservation Commission reported.

Six panthers, including four struck by vehicles, have
been found dead this year in Southwest Florida, accord-
ing to state figures. A fifth panther was killed in a fight
with another panther, and the cause of the sixth panther

death was recorded as unknown.
The most recent panther death occurred about

2 miles from where another panther was killed on State
Road 82 in Collier County last month.

Last year's vehicle-related panther deaths set a rec-
ord at 34, breaking the previous record of 30 set in 2015.
Overall, 42 panthers were found dead in 2016, tying a
record.

Florida panthers are an endangered species. State
and federal wildlife biologists last month increased
their estimate of the number of panthers in South Flori-
da to as many as 230, up from the previous estimate of
100 to 180.

Florida panther found dead along State Road 82 
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