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NEW YORK - Stores can’t keep
them in stock. Parents are scrambling
to find them. And some schools have
banned them.

The mania for fidget spinners — the
3-inch twirling gadgets taking over
classrooms and cubicles — is unlike
many other toy crazes. They’re not
made by a major company, timed for
the holiday season, or promoted in TV
commercials. They’re more easily
found at gas stations or 7-Eleven than
at big toy chains.

“It just took off,” says Richard Got-
tlieb, a consultant at Global Toy Ex-
perts in New York.

Fidget spinners have been around
for years, mostly used by kids with au-
tism or attention disorders to help
them concentrate. But they exploded
in popularity this spring.

Shannan Rowell, a sixth-grade spe-
cial education teacher, says that after a
weeklong break in late April more than
half of her 25 students suddenly had
one.

“They seem to be taking over class-
rooms,” says Rowell, who lives in
North Grafton, Massachusetts.

Gottlieb thinks it’s likely a kid
brought one to a playground and the
craze spread from there. Recent You-
Tube videos of people spinning them on
their noses, foreheads and shoes also
helped.

Helen Holden heard about fidget
spinners last month when her 7-year-
old twins demanded she stop at a 7-

Eleven to buy them. “I thought it was a
drink,” says the bank vice president
and blogger from Los Angeles.

That store was sold out, and so were
several other 7-Eleven locations that
she called. The chain says spinners
have “been flying off the shelves”
since they went on sale in March.

Holden’s kids said they needed
them before school on Monday so they
could practice spinning them. So she
signed up for Amazon Prime, paid
$5.99 for one-day shipping and had two
$15 fidget spinners delivered on a Sun-
day.

“I totally got suckered by my kids,”

she says.
Engineer Catherine Hettinger says

she came up with a toy that was similar
but not exactly the same in the early
1990s, but a patent expired more than a
decade ago after she stopped paying
the maintenance fees. Hettinger, who
lives in the Orlando suburb of Winter
Park, says she is not making any mon-
ey from the craze.

“No one has contacted me. Nobody
has sent me a check,” she says. “But
once a patent expires, it’s public, so I
wouldn’t expect anything at this point.”
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Penelope Daversa, 4, plays with a fidget spinner at the Funky Monkey Toys store in Oxford, Mich. Stores can’t keep them in stock, 
and parents are going crazy trying to find them. 

Fidget spinners
The toy that spun
out of nowhere
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Attorney Kim Juszczak uses a fidget spinner while riding the subway in New York.
Juszczak likes to whirl her spinner while thinking of legal arguments for a case. 
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H&M, a fashion retailer known for its
affordable prices, is slated to open at Mi-
romar Outlets in the fall.

The store is about 23,000 square feet
and will offer clothing for all ages — with
collections for women, men and teens —
and separate “store within a store” sec-
tions for accessories, according to a state-
ment from H&M.

The Miromar Outlets location will car-
ry the H&M Kids collection for newborns
to 14-year-olds.

“H&M has experienced a warm wel-
come from customers and fans in Florida
and is happy to continue to expand its
store and employee count in the state,”
H&M said in its statement.

Miromar Outlets mall representatives
were not immediately available for com-
ment.

This would be the first H&M location in
Lee County. The brand’s only store in
Southwest Florida is inCoastland Center
mall in Naples. 

Miromar Outlets, on Corkscrew Road,
just off of Interstate 75, is home to more
than 140 designer and brand name stores
that offer discounted items, such as Nei-
man Marcus Last Call and Saks Fifth Ave-
nue Off 5th, according to its website.

The advertised H&M store at Miromar
Outlets is near Bloomingdale’s The Outlet
Store. 
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Should your politics outside of work
affect your status in the office?

A congressman’s letter that helped
push a New Jersey attorney to resign
after her boss was told she was a grass-
roots “ringleader” has sparked ques-
tions about how much an employer can

clamp down on an employee’s activism.
The Office of Congressional Ethics

has been asked to investigate whether
U.S. Rep. Rodney Frelinghuysen, R-
N.J., interfered with the workplace
standing of Saily Avelenda, a former
senior vice president at Lakeland Bank,
when he called out her political activ-
ities in a letter to a member of the
bank’s board.

In an era of heightened political ten-
sions, when football players have knelt
in protest during the national anthem
and many Americans are marching and
boycotting for perhaps the first time,
the case is showing how politics and the
workplace can collide.

“There’s no federal law that broadly
protects employees’ political expres-
sions at work,” says Emily Martin, gen-

eral counsel and vice president for
workplace justice at the National Wom-
en’s Law Center. While she says some
states offer additional protections, and
federal civil servants can’t be discrimi-
nated against based on their political
beliefs, “private employers have a lot of
leeway.”

What limits can employers set on political activism?
CHARISSE JONES AND MICHAEL IZZO
USA TODAY AND DAILY RECORD
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Blue Zones

The Greater Naples Chamber of Com-
merce, Women of the (239) and Island
Coast Dentistry recently became Blue Zones
Project-recognized organizations.

Awards

» The Florida Public Relations Associa-
tion Southwest Florida Chapter announced
the winners of its Chapter Awards on April 13 at
Alliance for the Arts in Fort Myers. The Rising
Star Award went to Lisa Murray. The Unsung
Hero Award went to Pam Nulman and Karen
Ryan. The Member of the Year Award was
given to Randy Mitchelson. The PR Profession-
al of the Year Award went to Jessica Walker.

» Best Home Services earned the 2016
Carrier President’s Award at the 2017 Carrier
Factory Authorized Dealer National Meeting in
New Orleans.

» Jeff East
and Kevin
Greenwell,
principals of
East and
Greenwell
Insurance,
recently re-
turned from St. Petersburg,
where its Estero and Naples offices received
three Allstate national, state and regional
awards.

Promotion

CRE Consultants has named Dave Wal-
lace as senior vice president. Wallace joined
CRE Consultants in 2011 as an office and in-
vestment specialist and has almost 30 years of
commercial real estate experience.
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