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the helm, saying the chief violated his con-
tract by cashing out about 90 hours worth
of unused vacation and sick time. His con-
tract specifically said he had to use that
time off and could not cash it out. 

“I hate to lose him,” said Anne Good-
night, fire commissioner. “He was very
good at writing grants. He did a hell of a
job standing up for Immokalee. But he
signed that contract. I signed it.”

Goodnight said she lost her confidence
in Anderson as a manager, whether he
willfully or unintentionally broke the con-

Paul Anderson is out as Immokalee fire
chief.

Immokalee fire district commission-
ers voted unanimously Wednesday after-
noon to fire Anderson after four years at

tract to cash out his vacation time.
“He has a master’s degree in manage-

ment that the district paid for,” she said.
“If he can’t read and understand the con-
tract he signed, then I can’t have him work
for me. It’s not like we have a whole hell of
a lot of money. But what we do have, we
can’t find out that he made another mis-
take.”

Anderson, who attended the meeting in
plainclothes with his family at his side,
fought back tears after the vote. 

“The board was put in a tough posi-
tion,” Anderson said, adding that he be-
lieved his frayed relationship with the

firefighters union ultimately forced him
out.

“It’s in the best interest of the district
to just stop all this and allow everyone to
move forward, to just part ways,” Ander-
son said.
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Paul Anderson has been
terminated from his
position as Immokalee fire
chief after cashing out 90
hours of vacation and sick
time.

See CHIEF, Page 5A

Immokalee dismisses fire chief 

A healthy feat on
National Walking Day

LUKE FRANKE/NAPLES DAILY NEWS

Kristin Schon pushes her son Zeke Schon, 3, during the Blue Zones Project of Southwest Florida mile-long community walk Wednesday from Cambier Park in downtown Naples to
the Garden of Hope and Courage at NCH Baker Hospital Downtown. The group walked in observance of National Walking Day. 

See more photos of the National Walking Day event. naplesnews.com

At the Naples-Fort
Myers Greyhound Track,
you can place a “box” bet
that covers all the per-
mutations of the num-
bers in a box. For in-
stance, an exacta box

with two numbers, commonly called a
quinella, is a bet on either of two permu-
tations: A first and B second, or B first
and A second. A trifecta box with three
numbers has six possible permutations
and a trifecta box with five numbers has
60 possible permutations.

Then there’s the “key” bet which
involves making a multiple wager with a
single dog in one race bet in one position
with all possible combinations of other
selected dogs in a single race. And the
“wheel” bet consisting of betting all
dogs in one race in a bet involving two

or more races. For example, a 1-all daily
double wheel bets the 1-dog in the first
race with every dog in the second.

Confusing? Of course, but it’s still
clearer than the status of gaming in the
state and perhaps the future of the dog
track itself as the Florida Legislature
reaches the halfway point of its annual
session.

On Wednesday, the House was set to
vote on its version of gaming legislation.

The Senate has already approved its
own bill, one separated from the House
version by several lengths.

And coming up strong on the outside
is the Florida Supreme Court, which still
hasn’t ruled on a pivotal case it heard in
June, the results of which could bump
the entire issue off track.

Izzy Havenick, vice president of the
track in Bonita Springs and a scion of 

Race is on: Dog track’s
survival is no sure bet

BRENT BATTEN
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The Florida House stripped the Sen-
ate’s gambling bill and passed its own
Wednesday, signaling the two chambers
will likely have to negotiate a compro-
mise during the session’s final weeks.

The Senate bill’s sponsor, Sen. Bill Gal-
vano, said “timing is not yet determined”
for negotiations. But if they can reach an
agreement, the state stands to gain at
least $2 billion in additional money from
the Seminole Tribe over the next seven
years by renegotiating a deal reached in
2010. The state is seeking a guaranteed $3
billion from the tribe for the time frame,
about $1 billion of which it would receive
regardless, according to revenue fore-
casts from the Legislature’s Office of
Economic and Demographic Research. 

This is the second consecutive session
that lawmakers have tried to reconcile

views on gambling to approve a deal that
would hold up in federal court. Conserva-
tives, who dominate the Florida House,
want to restrict gambling, while the mod-
erates, who dominate the Florida Senate,
want to expand it.

The tribe wants more control over the
industry as it gives the state millions each
year. Other special interests like private
casinos and animal rights groups fall into
House and Senate camps, pressuring the
respective chamber leaders to dig their
heels in.

“I stand firm in the Senate position and
will not negotiate against myself,” said
Galvano, R-Bradenton, chair of the Sen-
ate’s higher education committee, in re-
sponse to what areas offer the most possi-
bility for agreement.

Galvano has introduced sweeping leg-
islation, SB8, that would essentially turn 

Gambling legislation likely
to come down to the wire
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