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FOUNDATION FOR POLICY RESEARCH

On behalf of the Sheikh Saud bin Saqr Al Qasimi
Foundation for Policy Reseach, | am pleased to
welcome you to the 2" Annual Ras Al Khaimah Fine
Arts Festival. This Festival represents an integral part
of the Al Qasimi Foundation’s efforts to make tangible
contributions to the cultural development of Ras Al
Khaimah and the UAE.

The 2 Annual Fine Arts Festival remains committed
to bringing people together to celebrate art and foster
cultural exchange in a community context. This year, we
are excited to highlight the artistic accomplishments
of a range of artists—Ilocal and international artists,
students and professionals, directors and interior
designers. All of our featured pieces, however, have
at least one element in common: they are the work
of individuals who have invested both in remarkable
creativity and in our diverse community.

For this reason, we are delighted to showcase the
work of more than forty gifted artists in the 2" Annual
Ras Al Khaimah Fine Arts Festival. We hope you enjoy
the festivities!

Sugrat bin Bisher

Director, Ras Al Khaimah Fine Arts Festival
Events Coordinator, Al Qasimi Foundation
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English title: Murk Light
Year of production: 2012
Running time: 20:00
(ategory: Short film
Name: Yasir Al Yasiri
Nationality: Iraqi

Yasir Al-Yasiri is an Iraqi film director who currently lives in
United Arab Emirates. He started his directing career in 2003
with several television commercials and music videos. Yasir is
a HUS Film University graduate. He directed one of the major
television series of 2010, “So Hard To Tell.” Yasir has received
multiple awards, including “Best Arab Director”in 2008

and 2011. Murk Light is the first film that he has directed,
featuring premier Emirati actors in a fantasy adventure story.
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English title: Against the Wind
Year of production: 2012
Running time: 7:00

(ategory: Documentary
Name: Aisha Abdullah
Nationality: Emirati

Aisha earned a bachelor’s degree in mass communication from
UAE University and has participated in many film festivals.

Her film Against the Wind reveals that the road to success
passes through failure, pain, and despair, but whoever has
determination will never be caught for too long in these trials.
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English title: To My Mom
Year of production: 2013
Running time: 4:00
Category: Short film
Name: Aaesha Alahmed
Nationality: Emirati

Aaesha Abdulrahim Alahmed is a 22 year-old applied media
student at the Higher Colleges of Technology. She strives for a
professional career as a filmmaker and is a gifted, passionate
editor. Aaesha never stops chasing her dreams because she is
confident that one day she will achieve them.
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English title: Daddy ABC
Year of production: 2012
Running time: 20:00

5 (Category: Animation
Name: Hamad Alawar
Nationality: Emirati

Hamad Alawar graduated with a master’s of fine arts in computer
animation from Miami International University of Art and Design.
He was the first appointed to the crime scene 3D visualization
section in the Dubai police, which was the first of its kind in

the Middle East. His first film, Once upon a Seed, won the Dubai
International Film Festival’s “Award for Best Emirati Talent”in
2006. He also won Distinguished New Employees from the Dubai
Government Excellence award in 2007. In 2008, Hammers and
Nails, a 3D short animation was screened in Gulf Film Festival and
Dubai International Film Festival. Having worked with industry
leaders like Pixar, ILM, and Blueskies, Hamad has promoted
animation in the region by teaching at the American University of
Dubai and in the field. Alawar is currently pursuing a Ph.D. from
the University of Bradford, U.K.
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English title: I Don’t Understand
Year of production: 2013

Running time: 4:00

(ategory: Narrative-drama
Name: Noora Alzarouni
Nationality: Emirati

Noora Alzarouniis a 21 year-old applied communications stu-
dent at the Higher Colleges of Technology who enjoys writing,
filming, directing, and editing her own short films.
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k| English title: Temsah
Year of production: 2013
Running time: 12:00
(ategory: Documentary
Name: Latifa Al-Darwish,

Rouda Al-Meghaiseeb
Nationality: Qatari
Latifa graduated from Northwestern University, and Rouda
is currently a student at Northwestern. Both are
award-winning directors.
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English title: Oops!

Year of production: 2013
Running time: 8:00
(ategory: Documentary
Name: Reem Al Megbali
Nationality: Emirati

At 23 years old, Reem has recently graduated with a
bachelor’s degree in applied communications. Oops! is her
first film and highlights Emirati women who are fighting to
study media despite opposition to their aspirations.
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English title: Mercy

4| Year of production: 2013
Running time: 3:20
(ategory: Short film
Name: Yasser Musa
Nationality: Iraqi

Yasser is a screenwriter and currently a rising freshman at the
Academy of Fine Arts. He studied under teachers Mohammed
and Attia Al Darraji and the director Oday Rasheed at the Center
of the Independent Iraqi Film. He is also interested in sociology.
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English title: The Last Drop of Oil
Year of production: 2012

Running time: 5:13

(ategory: Animation

Name: Mohammad Jassim
Nationality: Bahraini

Mohammad Jassim is a gifted artist focusing on movie editing
and 3D graphics. Mohammad started drawing in his early
childhood. In 1998 he started his training in computer drawing
and digital graphics and completed major trial projects in
2002. His professional career as an editor, graphic designer,
and director began with television commercials and national
advertisements. 2011 represented a milestone in his career,
as Mohammad wrote and directed his first film, The Power of
Generations, which is rich in technical and visual effects.
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English title: Feeding 500
Year of production: 2012
Running time: 20:00
(ategory: Documentary
Name: Rafed Al Harthi
Nationality: Emirati

Rafed started his career volunteering on different projects as
onscreen talent, including a 37th National Day commercial.
His first appearance as presenter was on Abu Dhabi Al
Emirate on a show called “Mehnati”and then on Abu Dhabi
TV's“Jammel Darak.” He is currently presenting a different
show for Abu Dhabi TV called “Min Alkhater.” Rafed has
developed a passion for documentaries and has made his first
documentary film, Feeding 500.
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The German Emirati Joint Council for Industry &
Commerce (AHK) is a German semi-governmental
organization and part of the worldwide German
Chambers Network. As a bilateral organization
with members from the German and local
business community, we promote and supports
trade relations between Germany and the UAE.

The AHK Local Chapter in Ras Al Khaimah was
established in June 2010 to support AHK
members and German investors based in RAK and
to enhance the business relations between
Germany and the emirate of Ras Al Khaimah. We
also support social, cultural and community
building initiatives.

For more information:

German Emirati Joint Council
Commerce (AHK)

Daniela Calligaro

Mob: +971(0)50 8596075

Email: daniela.calligaro@ahkuae.com
Web: www.ahkuae.com

for Industry &
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Type of fine art: Photography

Title: The Rope of Success, Ambiguity of The Desert
Year of completion: 2013

Name: Mohammed Ahli

Nationality: Emirati

Mohammed is a photographer who believes in creating his
own identity. He uses his personal, spiritual vision in all his
photography and is always rewarded by the results.
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Type of fine art: Photography

Title: My Journey Through the Lands of Peace,
No. 3 and No. 6

Year of completion: 2013

Name: Yuliya Terziyan

Nationality: Ukrainian

Yuliya is from Ukraine. She started her journey

by moving to Dubai as a photographer and was
interested in different cultures and people. She has a
bachelor’s degree in art and a professional certificate
in photography. She takes international workshops
and participates in exhibitions across the UAE. She is
a proud member of Goodwill Photographers Club in
the UAE, where she contributes her knowledge to inspire oth-
er photographers. Currently Yuliya is running Cleo Fotography,
which is named after her daughter Cleo, and specializes in
family and kids' photography.
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Type of fine art: Photography

Title: Dateman, Falconman, Fisherman
Year of Completion: 2012

Name: Sandra Woest

Nationality: German

Sandra invites you to join her on a fabulous journey through
the lens in the beautiful and inspiring United Arab Emirates.
Her intention is simply to promote happiness and to put smiles
on people’s faces. She loves to release the inner beauty of the
human soul and to capture the Arabian mystique for eternity.
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Type of fine art: Photography
Title: Corniche, Traditional Clothing 2
Year of completion: 2013

Name: Maryam Al Suwaidi

Nationality: Emirati

Maryam is in her final semester of studying applied media at
Ras Al Khaimah Women’s College, Higher Colleges of Technol-
ogy. Her collection of photographs combines her interests in
the history of the UAE and the environment of

Ras Al Khaimah.
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Type of fine art: Photography
Title: Epitaph, Mosaic City
Year of Completion: 2012
Name: Michael Hernandez
Nationality: American

Michael is an American who loves to travel the Middle East and
North Africa region to capture the spirit of the culture and her-
itage. He has lived and worked in many of the countries in this
region and has come to love the rich imagery of the landscape,
the geography, and the people.
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Type of fine art: Photography
Title: Transportation

Year of Completion: 2013
Name: Julia Saubier
Nationality: French/Filipina

Born to a French father and a Filipina mother, this 19-year-old
grew up in a multicultural household and moved to a city that
epitomizes cosmopolitanism to pursue her college education.
Currently a sophomore at New York University Abu Dhabi, Julia
studies political science and engages in a host of extracurricular
activities from theatre productions to sports. In her free time
she enjoys taking photos and uses them as a tool to promote
advocacy. Her works have previously been auctioned at a fund-
raiser that garnered approximately 36,000 USD to maximize
educational opportunities for children of low-income families in
the Philippines.
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Type of Fine Art: Photography
Title: Nature Prospects

Year of completion: 2013
Name: Maryam Al Tenaiji
Nationality: Emirati

Maryam Rashid Al Tunaiji is an undergraduate student at
Higher Colleges of Technology in Ras Al Khaimah, studying
applied media. She strives to develop her talents, apply
leadership skills, and build relationships with professionals
in various fields of media. She has participated in many
photography exhibitions and aspires to gain expertise in
photography and filmmaking by broadening her experiences
in these fields.
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Type of fine art: Photography
Title: Reflection

Year of Completion: 2013

Name: Siobhon van der Merwe
Nationality: South African

Siobhon is a student at Ras Al Khaimah Academy who pursues
media studies. She has been taking photographs since the age of
nine. She loves taking macros and photographs of people.
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Type of fine art: Photography

Title: Sheikh Zayed Grand Mosque
Year of completion: 2013

Name: Mark Farmborough
Nationality: British

Ever since Mark, at the age of 12, bargained with his father

that he would not return to boarding school unless he bought
him a camera, he has shown an abiding passion for amateur
photography. His present fascination is with the Arab world

and its arresting Islamic art and architecture. He has been lucky
enough to live in the UAE for four years, as a teacher at Ras Al
Khaimah Academy. The Grand Mosque, Abu Dhabi has fascinated
him with its majestic beauty and the varying effects created by
natural and artificial light. This photograph was taken in the
evening when the artificial light began to dominate the scene.
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Type of fine art: Photography
Title: Solitude

Year of completion: 2013
Name: Sidra Saleem
Nationality: Pakistani

Sidra was born and raised in Ras al Khaimah. After she

completed her higher secondary education from New Indian
School in Ras Al Khaimah, she enrolled at Birla Institute of
Technology for a bachelor’s degree in architecture. Architecture
is a quite technical and artistic field, and that is where she
developed a passion for photography. At present, Sidra works
as a Junior Architect for an architectural firm in Ras Al Khaimah
and plans to start a career in photography soon.
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Type of fine art: Photography

Title: Call to Prayer No. 1, Arabian Gazelles
Year of completion: 2013

Name: Rhys Simpson-Hopkins

Nationality: British

Rhys came to Ras Al Khaimah from South Wales, with his wife,
Holly, six years ago as a teacher. Both he and Holly share a love of
travel, education, and culture. Eventually, Rhys turned his passion
from a hobby into a full time profession. Though not restricted to
asingle genre of photography, Rhys has developed a particular
passion for working within the fashion, lifestyle, and advertising
sector. An ambitious photographer who is always striving

to develop, he maintains high standards through creativity,
inspiration, and by taking a personal approach to his projects.
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Type of fine art: Photography
Title: Faded Glory, Pump Station
Year of completion: 2013

Name: Phillip van der Merwe
Nationality: South African

Phillip has been taking photographs since he was a teenager,
and it is what he spends most of his free time doing. His career
as a geologist affords him the opportunity to visit many scenic
places, and he takes a camera with him wherever he goes.
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Type of fine art: Painting
Title: Space Allure

Year of completion: 2013
Name: Aisha Al Harmoudi
Nationality: Emirati

Aisha is a fashion designer who combines colors and unusual
textures to create outfits on white fabrics. Along with using
uncommon objects to create her textures, she also depicts her
vision over white fabrics as an artist’s canvas, using her fingers as
her brush. Her aesthetic is evident in her paintings as well.
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Type of fine art: Painting
Title: Cherry

Year of completion: 2013
Name: Eileen van der Merwe
Nationality: South African

Eileen is an artist who expresses her desire to learn, grow,
experiment, and discover herself through her paintings. Along
with the granular textures that she uses to illustrate the
landscapes of the desert, she explores glazes and light in her
paintings. She enjoys the vibrancy and rich palette that flowers
and fruit offer an artist, and, as a result, they remain a constant
source of inspiration and a theme in her work.
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Type of fine art: Sculpture
Piece: Pallet Coffee Table
Year of completion: 2013
Name: Darwin Currie

Nationality: British

Having recently moved to the UAE from the United Kingdom,
Darwin's idea was to create rustic handmade furniture and wall art
from reclaimed wood and pallets that he collected while walking
on the coast. Then, with a mental image of the piece’s shape and
color and a rough sketch for a design, the magic began.
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Type of Fine Art: Painting
Title: A Face from the UAE
Year of completion: 2013
Name: Mouza Al Sharhan
Nationality: Emirati

Mouza Ahmed Al Sharhan was born in February 1991 in Ras Al
Khaimah. She is currently an undergraduate student studying
applied media in Ras Al Khaimah Women's College. Her hobbies
include drawing, painting, and making short films. She has partici-
pated in several art exhibitions, such as “For the Eyes of My Country”
at Al-Manar Mall and a drawing exhibition related to the book fair at
Ras Al Khaimah (Expo).
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Type of fine art: Watercolor, multi-liner and marker pen
Title: Butterfly Sprout, Desert Flame

Year of completion: 2013

Name: Abdulrahman Al Dark

Nationality: Emirati

Abdulrahman is an Emirati aspiring mangaka and multimedia
artist. He enjoys painting animals and expresses his love for colors
on linen and board canvas with spray paint, acrylic and watercolor
paints, and multi-liner and marker pens. He is presently working
on a short graphic novel to present at the Middle East Film and
Comic Convention.
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Type of fine art: Charcoal Drawing
Title: Lantern No. 4

Year of completion: 2013

Name: Kathryn Ryan

Nationality: Australian

Kathryn is a professional artist whose work has been exhibited in
many galleries around Australia. Her oil paintings and charcoal
drawings capture the light and mood of her surroundings. Now
living in UAE, Kathryn is working on capturing the light, shadows,
and shapes of nature and Arabic lanterns.
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Type of fine art: Abstract painting
Title: Abstract Painting No. 6
Year of completion: 2013

Name: Awatif Al Safwan
Nationality: Saudi Arabian

Awatif has exhibited her art inside and outside of the Kingdom
of Saudi Arabia. She has won several awards, including first
place in the Al Jouf Art Gallery Competition and awards from
Saudi Arabia’s Ministry Art Gallery. Her artwork has been
appreciated internationally, from the Middle East to Europe.
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Type of fine art: Sculpture
Title: Wind Catcher, Bridging
Year of completion: 2011
Name: Gerd Kanz

Nationality: German

Gerd was born in 1966 in Erlangen, Germany and did his
academic studies in Nuremberg, Germany, where he was
amaster class student. His work has been shown in more

than 200 exhibitions in many countries around the world. In
particular, his art is well-represented in galleries in Germany,
the Netherlands, Switzerland, and the United States, as well as
in many public and private collections.
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Type of fine art: Sculpture
Title: GLUP

Year of completion: 2011
Name: Susan Liebold
Nationality: German

Susan was born in Neuhaus, Germany where she studied
ceramic and glass design in Halle. Her creativity is expressed in
bringing fluorescent and transparent glass to form biomorphic
structures, allowing her work to move among the realms of art,
design, and architecture. Her exhibitions and projects have been
shown in many countries around the world. She was artist in
residence in the United States in 2012.
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Type of fine art: Painting

Title: The Letter Baa, The Letter Qaaf
(both from The Harf Collection)

Year of completion: 2013

Name: Shazeaa Ingar

Nationality: British

Shazeaa gets her inspiration from the scriptures of the Holy
Quran. She imbibes all of her pieces of art with meaning through
the intensity and clarity of colors and textures. Her first exhibition
was held in 2011 in Dubai and was followed by a second display
in 2012. Her work has been featured in many international
magazines, and she has recently worked in collaboration with
the Royal Theatre in London, England.

4y ) Q1Y plasiinly cudid] o uunll )] o) ¢ 55
@2 @Iy ol usdll Cole Jz ) :(lsisll
Your JbSy diw

Tob O Lo e

431\l i

s dmele § I peeall Guyas ddlb oy 3o & dyw Sl
sl pueaty Cold W35 gy dhuodd] didl e blogtus lolles! elaso
plasialy Sy el OMorbly LuSud] J3lald SBYI ghid (e
Olsy Wlog) Jsl ore 03 puaally Jahsal] oL dalise ol
(35 @ Wl dmalony Aol (o=l Ao § « 353l

Type of fine art: Painting, oil on wood panel
Title: The man with the golden bow and silver ring
Year of completion: 2013

Name: Badriya Bin Tuweh

Nationality: Emirati

Badriya was born in Dubai and is a student majoring in interior
design at Zayed University. She has been designing different
types of furniture for residential and commercial settings, using
different programs in drawing and sketching. Her first painting
on exhibition was a Chinese painting entitled “Prunes” and was
displayed in the atrium of Zayed University in Dubai.
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Type of fine art: Painting

Title: Notice Me No. 5, Notice Me No. 6
Year of completion: 2013

First name: Kasia Dzikowska
Nationality: Polish

Kasia is currently an art teacher at Ras Al Khaimah Academy.

She has taken part in the Rugby Gallery open exhibition and was
named the Featured Newcomer of 2012. She works in 2D media,
contrasting traditional female values with today’s expectations
of women. In her work, she explores the nature of women's
existence within different communities, the variety of forces that
impact both women’s self-perceptions and ambitions.
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Type of fine art: Painting
Title: Desert Dreams
Year of completion: 2013
Name: Debra Crary
Nationality: American

Debra Crary is a Ras Al Khaimah-based artist and educator.

She was born in the United States, where she studied graphic
design, art history, and education. Her work has been exhibited
in the United States, Mexico, Saudi Arabia, and the UAE. Debra
works predominantly in acrylic, mixed media, and photography.
Her artwork reflects the bright tropical colors of Mexico, where
she lived for more than 30 years. Since moving to the Middle
East, Debra has incorporated local themes into her work.
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Type of fine art: Painting, Textile

Title: A Bird of Paradise, Lynx Scarves
Year of completion: 2012, 2013

Name: Kate Toledo

Nationality: British

While living in Sao Paulo, Brazil, Kate’s paintings were largely
influenced by the Baroque art of the country. The vibrancy of
her more recent paintings reflects the splendor of Islamic art
and the underlying influence of her own travels from Tanzania
to New Zealand, to Sao Paulo, and now to Dubai. Four of her
paintings were selected by Capsule Arts in Dubai as part of its
first series of limited edition prints. In 2013, Kate’s paintings
were exhibited at the embassies of Brazil and Abu Dhabi. Her
latest project is a series of silk scarves, the designs of which have
been taken from paintings featured in her 2012 exhibition.
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Type of fine art: Painting in mixed media
Title: Taste of the Horizon

Year of completion: 2013

Name: Jane Anna Cormack

Nationality: British

Before becoming a teacher, Jane Anna studied art at the Univer-
sity of West England and design at Nottingham Trent University.
As a busy working mother in the UAE, she finds her individuality
in the art she creates.
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Year of completion: 2012
Name: Zahidah Millie
Nationality: Syrian

Zahidah is from the ancient seaside town of Jeblah on the
Syrian coast. She has always painted, but her interest in
pursuing art as a vocation began when she was studying
economics at Tishreen University in Lattakia. She moved

to Beirut to pursue her dream of becoming a painter and
graduated from the Lebanese University in 1998 with a degree
in fine art. In 2010, she received a master's degree in visual
arts from Monash University in Melbourne. She is a member
of Tashkeel in Dubai and has exhibited work in Australia, Italy,
Lebanon, and the UAE.
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Type of fine art: Acrylic painting
\ Title: The Key

Year of completion: 2012

Name: Mary Elizabeth Lamont
- Nationality: American

Mary Elizabeth was born in America and always wanted to study
art. She was unable to take any art classes until much later when
she enrolled in a“Creative Art Expression” course in Dubai. Later
she showed her work at the monthly ARTE Market and other
Bazaars around Dubai. She is excited to be exhibiting her work at
the Ras Al Khaimah Fine Arts Festival.
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Type of fine art: Painting
Title: Flight Plane

Year of Completion: 2013
Name: James Hunt
Nationality: American

James is a visual arts student at New York University Abu
Dhabi. Originally from Washington D.C., in the United States,
James has worked as a studio assistant in New York City, and
has sold his work internationally. Most recently, his work has
been exhibited in Dubai, UAE under the patronage of the Sheik
Manal Young Artists Award.
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ol e ey Slatend] il Gl @ o 8 e il Dubai in which he showcased his art work. He also filmed more
than 7 short films and documentaries, and some were screened
at the Gulf Film Festival and the Abu Dhabi Film Festival. Four
years ago, he began working on his first wooden collection
designs and applied his art skills to produce a new art collection.
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RAK Free Trade Zone
is proud to support the

RAK Fine Arts Festival 2014
and the
Sheikh Saud Bin Saqr Al Qasimi

Foundation for Policy Research

R}A‘( Call 800 7111 Visit www.rakftz.com Join @ © @ /rakftz

FREE TRADE ZONE

SAVE 20% AT RAK AL
HAMRA TIPS & TOES

Throughout February 2014, when you book in
for any treatment between 9am and 12pm on
Sunday, Monday, or Tuesday you will receive
20% off your full price service. Offer only valid
at Tips & Toes RAK Al Hamra Mall branch. Call

07-243 3770 for more info. “Terms & Conditions apply
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35 YEARS
of EXCELLENCE

OUR VISION

be the leadingguarry operatorin the world.

OUR MISSION

OUR VALUES

5 - Solid as a Rock Strength in Commitment

T-Teamwork Harness Team Power

E = Ethical Do theR

1= Innovative Continuous Improvement vi

N - Nurture Care for Employees and Environment

STEVIN ROCK L1 C. RAS AL KHAIMAH ROCK COMPANY L LC
P.O. Box 559 Ras Al Khaimah U.A.E. P.O. Box 86 Ras Al Khaimah U.A.E.

T mall. stovin@eniratetnotae | Tl +971 7 2668251 - Fax: +971 7 2668994
Website: www.stevinrock.ae e-mail: rakrock@emirates.net.ae



Sheikh Saud bin Saqr Al Qasimi Foundation for Policy Research
Tel: +971 7 2338060 - Fax: +971 7 2338070
RAK Gas Building, 4t Floor - PO. Box 12050, Ras Al Khaimah, U.A.E.
www.alqasimifoundation.com



