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I am here today representing…
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1. A Local Government
2. A State Government
3. A Federal Agency
4. A Private Sector Firm
5. An Institution
6. A Non-Profit 

Organization
7. Other



Which US City do you think is the “Greenest”?
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1. Boston
2. Denver
3. New York
4. Orlando
5. Portland, OR
6. San Francisco
7. Seattle
8. Other



Why do you think it is important to have 
sustainability rating systems?
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1. Compare communities
2. Standardize 

methodology
3. Recognition
4. All of the above
5. I don’t think it is 

important



Which community-wide/organizational rating 
system are you most familiar with?
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1. Audubon Sustainable 
Communities

2. Florida Green Building 
Coalition

3. Go Green Virginia
4. ISO 14000 
5. STAR Community 

Rating System
6. Sustainable Jersey
7. None of the Above



Which community-wide/organizational rating 
system (s) have you used?
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1. Audubon Sustainable 
Communities

2. Florida Green Building 
Coalition

3. Go Green Virginia
4. ISO 14000 
5. STAR Community 

Rating System
6. Sustainable Jersey
7. Have not used any



A Snapshot of Sustainability Rating Systems



Rating System Scopes

 Community wide
– National
– State based

 Organizational
 Sector specific

– Buildings
– Roads
– Sites

 Project specific



Community-wide & 
Organizational Rating Systems



Benefits

 Creates structure to 
achieve goals
 Determines benchmark 

for tracking progress
Maintains consistency 

with others
 Offers third-party 

recognition



 Comprehensive National Rating System
 Commitment/Resources Required: 

High
 Flexible Rating System
 Policy and Program focused



Notable State Programs



 Links with existing energy 
and environmental 
management efforts

 Internationally recognized
 Self identified criteria 
 Focused on organizational 

processes



indicators & ratings – an albany example



albany 2030



indicators



star

set goals. measure progress



star



star



star

The goal is not 
just the rating, 

but a way to 
measure 

progress. 



integration



public reporting



key lessons

o you can’t manage what you don’t measure
o be prepared for internal resistance
o don’t get hung up on the ratings
o the data may not exist at all or how you need it



contact

Douglas R. Melnick, AICP, Director of Planning
City of Albany Department of Development & Planning
Director, Mayor’s Office of Energy & Sustainability
518.434.2532 x15
melnickd@ci.albany.ny.us



Sector Specific & 
Project Based Rating Systems



Which sector/project focused rating systems 
have you used?
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1. EnergyStar
2. Envision™
3. Green Globes 
4. Green Roads
5. INVEST
6. LEED
7. Sustainable Sites
8. Other
9. None



Buildings



Roads



 Comprehensive 
approach to horizontal 
infrastructure projects
 Supported by APWA, 

ASCE, ACEC
 Allows other rating 

systems to plug into it



THE ENVISION RATING SYSTEM™



Envision™ was developed in joint collaboration between the Zofnass 
Program for Sustainable Infrastructure at the Harvard University Graduate 

School of Design and the Institute for Sustainable Infrastructure. 

The Institute for Sustainable Infrastructure is a not-for-profit education and 
research organization founded by the American Public Works Association, 
the American Council of Engineering Companies and the American Society 

of Civil Engineers. 



Envision™ is a tool, which itself is part of a larger system, developed 
to help plan and evaluate the sustainability of civil infrastructure.

This system includes:

• A self assessment checklist
• The Envision™ Rating Tool
• A credential program for individuals
• A Project Evaluation and Verification Program
• A Recognition Program for Sustainable Infrastructure

PHASE TOOLKITS COMPANION TOOLS

WHAT IS ENVISION™?



Envision™ is not a decision making 
tool…

It is a decision making guide

best used in the planning and design 
stages of infrastructure projects



The Audience for Envision?

Primarily, but not exclusively,

Owners of civil infrastructure



Why will the public sector want to 
use Envision?

Because it will improve their 
performance…and

public confidence in their 
performance



THE IMPORTANCE OF 
INFRASTRUCTURE

THE REALITIES OF 
THE WORLD IN WHICH 
WE LIVE

• Population Growth
• Diminished Resources
• Climate Change
• Adaptation

It is no longer enough that infrastructure 
work, that it be constructed on time and 
within budget, or even that it last. It now 
must be sustainable.

A NEW FACT OF LIFE

Planet Earth is a perilous place for 
humans. Infrastructure provides:
• Physical Security
• The basis for public health
• Economic and commercial potential



WHAT DO WE MEAN 
BY “SUSTAINABLE”?



Why is Sustainability 
Important?

Our job is to plan for a future that 
is respectful of the environment 
and the atmosphere upon which 
all else depends.



• It applies to civil infrastructure

• It includes design, planning, 
construction and maintenance 
elements

• It is applicable at any point in an 
infrastructure project's life cycle

• It speaks to the triple bottom 
line: social, economic and 
environmental goals

• It is designed to keep pace with 
a changing concept of 
sustainability

WHAT MAKES 
ENVISION™ UNIQUE?



Envision™ promotes better 
decision-making…decision making 

that is itself sustainable.

How does it do that?



WHAT TYPES OF INFRASTRUCTURE CAN ENVISION™ RATE?

ENERGY

Geothermal
Hydroelectric
Nuclear
Coal
Natural Gas
Oil/Refinery
Wind
Solar
Biomass

WATER

Potable water 
distribution
Capture/Storage
Water Reuse
Storm Water 
Management
Flood Control

WASTE

Solid waste
Recycling
Hazardous 
Waste
Collection & 
Transfer

TRANSPORT

Airports
Roads
Highways
Bikes
Pedestrians
Railways
Public Transit
Ports
Waterways

LANDSCAPE

Public Realm
Parks
Ecosystem 
Services

INFORMATION

Telecommunications
Internet
Phones
Satellites
Data Centers
Sensors



60 Credits in 5 Categories 

42

Purpose, Community, Wellbeing

Siting, Land & Water, Biodiversity

Materials, Energy, Water

Collaboration, Management, Planning

Emissions, Resilience



CATEGORIES



SAMPLE CREDIT



INPUT PORTAL



ONLINE GUIDANCE MANUAL



SCORING SUMMARY



Putting it all together

 Establish / confirm your sustainability goals & 
priorities
 Assess your existing resources (human, financial, 

time)
 Review funding & technical assistance opportunities
 Set a timeline for yourself



Which one is right for your community?

 Demonstrates action 
towards your goals
 Creates leadership 

opportunities
 Helps celebrate small and 

big successes
 Recognizes that some 

progress is better than none
 Continuously pushes you to 

do better



THANK YOU!

Kim Lundgren: klundgren@vhb.com
617.981.5530

Doug Melnick: melnickd@ci.albany.ny.us
518.434.2532 x15

Bill Bertera: bertera@sustainableinfrastructure.org
202.218.6725

mailto:klundgren@vhb.com
mailto:melnickd@ci.albany.ny.us
mailto:bertera@sustainableinfrastructure.org
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