
PCS Ahead: Should I Rent or 
Sell My Home?

Strategies for Making the Decision from 
the MilitaryByOwner Team



You love your home.

Neighbors gather. Tailgating chairs dot driveways. Children safely zip 

around the cul-de-sac on scooters and bicycles.

Family-friendly details like these may be what enticed you to buy your 

home in the first place. Of course, just when you’re settled and comfy in 

your little neighborhood nest, military orders come up. At that point, you 

have a decision to make.

Should you sell your idyllic property? Or will you become a landlord and 

list it as a rental?

If you're a homeowner anticipating military orders, you may be pondering 

the question: should I sell or rent?

http://blog.militarybyowner.com/avoid-these-mistakes-as-a-first-time-homebuyer
http://www.militarybyowner.com/resources/home_ownership_for_military_families1.aspx


Rent or Sell?
You may think acting as a long-distance 
landlord sounds too complicated or 
conversely not want to part with your dream 
home just yet. There’s no right answer for 
everyone, so MilitaryByOwner is here to help! 

➔ Your finances. This will have a lot to
do with what you ultimately decide.

➔ Tax considerations. What happens
whether you turn a profit or lose
money?

➔ Housing forecast. Find out what it
looks like in your area..



Why in the world would you want 
to rent out your home? Isn’t that a 
lot of trouble? 

Tip

Have a professional run 
a comparative market 
analysis. 

This will help you know 
whether selling your 
home is financially 
feasible right now or if 
renting it out might be a 
better option.



There are several reasons to rent 
your home when you PCS.
Home value: If you’ll lose money by selling it

right now, you may want to rent it. 

Finances: You may find that you’re not financially

able to sell at this time once you consider market 
conditions. 

Future plans: Do you plan on returning to this

home? Will you buy another home?

Tip

If you choose to rent 
your home, we 
recommend US Legal 
Forms for your 
residential rental. 

Forms offered include: 

● Rental
applications

● Salary verification

● Background and
reference checks

● And much more!

http://partners.uslegalforms.com/partners/milbo/


Acting as your own 

PROPERTY 
MANAGER can be
intimidating at first. 

Tip

If you’ll be living a 
distance from your 
house, you may want to 
hire a property 
manager to take care 
of the details. 

MilitaryByOwner offers 
numerous property 
management resources
along with a free 
Landlord/Tenant ebook
if you’re acting as your 
own property manager.   

http://www.militarybyowner.com/resources/property_management_resources.aspx
http://info.militarybyowner.com/landlord-tenant-ebook


The bottom line 
for renting your 
home.
Renting your home can be a great option.

➔ If you’ll act as your own
property manager,
Download MilitaryByOwner’s
Landlord/Tenant Ebook for specific
guidance.

➔ If you’re hiring a property
manager,
Check our list of military family-friendly
property managers.

http://info.militarybyowner.com/landlord-tenant-ebook?__hssc=115908825.11.1470503555491&__hstc=115908825.2eb851ce1fec6ba1d39befa02e6a80d6.1470260102176.1470499707892.1470503555491.15&__hsfp=1383348887&hsCtaTracking=880ea952-0aa0-44d0-97c8-ea68b668e6bd|076337f1-25cf-484d-8420-48a30212893c
http://www.militarybyowner.com/business_directory/default.aspx


Whether to rent or 

sell depends on 

your answers to 

many questions.

Weigh your response to these as 

you make the decision. 



Selling your home.

If you think selling your home might 

be your best option, consider the 

following tips as you place your 

home on the market. 

Tip

When deciding to list 
your home for sale, 
check your 
neighborhood for 
similar homes’ asking 
prices to help 
determine your listing 
price.

For tips on selling to VA 
Home Loan buyers, see

Selling to a VA Home 
Loan Buyer.

http://www.militarybyowner.com/resources/selling_to_a_va_home_loan_buyer.aspx


It may make sense to sell your 
home as you PCS. 
Housing trends: If the seller’s market in your

area is favorable, you may choose to sell now vs. 

waiting. 

Convenience: You’d rather not deal with the

details of renting out a house. 

Your finances: You may not have the resources

to provide upkeep on a home you’re not living in. 

Tip

Selling a home doesn’t 
have to be scary when 
you have the right 
resources. 

MilitaryByOwner 
Advertising offers help 
for each step of the 
home selling process, 
including

Home Selling Articles

And frequently updated 
blogs on

Selling a Home

http://www.militarybyowner.com/resources/home_selling_resources.aspx
http://blog.militarybyowner.com/topic/selling-a-home


The housing 

forecast.

Understanding housing markets 

nationwide can help predict 

whether your home will sit on the 

market or not.

Note the hot housing markets 

located near military installations as 

well. 



Tax considerations

When you own a home, you now 
have a capital asset. 

When it’s time to file taxes, home 
sellers will need to calculate capital 
gains or losses. “Important Tax 
Matters for Military Families When 
Selling or Renting a Home” will 
provide more specifics from a tax 
professional. 

http://blog.militarybyowner.com/important-tax-matters-for-military-families-when-selling-or-renting-a-home


It’s important to understand

THE ACTUAL COSTS 
INVOLVED when selling a 
home.  



You don’t have to do it 
alone!
While selling your home can seem 

like a daunting process,

MilitaryByOwner has numerous

resources just for you. 

See a short home selling video Tip

Whether selling or 
renting your home, 
utilize 
MilitaryByOwner’s 
proven track record 
and list your home for 
sale or rent at

MilitaryByOwner.com

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NqRyOo0jiQk
www.militarybyowner.com


If you’ve decided to 

make the leap of 

selling your home,

follow this step-by-step guide for 

home selling success! For even 

more detailed information, 

download the free Ebook, 

For Sale By Owner: Is It an Option 

for You?

http://info.militarybyowner.com/for-sale-by-owner-ebook


The bottom line for 
selling your home.

Selling your home may make the most 
sense for your situation. 

Once the decision has been made to sell, it’s 
best to be efficient and objective to move the 
house as fast as possible.

➔ Plan Ahead
If you can, start preparing your home 
for sale well in advance of placing it on 
the market. 

➔ FSBO or agent?
Consider your budget, how much time 
you have to work with, and how 
comfortable you feel with the home 
selling process. Educate yourself with 
resources from MilitaryByOwner. 

http://www.militarybyowner.com/resources/home_selling_resources.aspx


What our customers are saying

Just wanted to say how 
awesome the MBO website 
is to use. I have used it 
several times to lease my 
house and always get a ton 
of interest & usually lease it 
in a week.

-Dana

We advertised on other sites 
and had no activity for 
months. I put my house on 
militarybyowner.com and 
that first weekend I had 6 
families see my home, and I 
sold it that weekend!

-Jennifer

We always use your site to 
rent our house near PAX 
River. We know lots of 
realtors who use your site as 
well. It's awesome!

-Mike

www.militarybyowner.com


Good luck!
Whether you’ve decided to rent or sell your 
home when it comes time to PCS, we hope 
these tips have helped your decision.

If you enjoyed this ebook, please share it, and 
if you have any questions, contact us!

Connect with MilitaryByOwner: 

Facebook

Twitter

LinkedIn

http://www.militarybyowner.com/contactus.aspx
https://www.facebook.com/militarybyowner/
https://twitter.com/militarybyowner
https://www.linkedin.com/company/militarybyowner-advertising



